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Kostas G. Stamoulis, Senior Advisor on Food Security and Nutrition and Urban Food Systems, FAO 
 
Kostas G. Stamoulis is Senior Advisor on Food Security and Nutrition and Urban Food Systems at FAO.  He  retired from FAO 
as Assistant Director General of the Economic and Social Development Department.  In his long career in FAO he has 
worked on a number of issues related to Food Security and Nutrition, Rural Development, Agricultural Transformation and 
the role of Agriculture in Economic Development. He is currently working on issues related to Food System Transformation, 
the impact of COVID-19 on Food Systems in developing countries and Urban Food System Transformation.  
 
Dr Mosammat Nazmanara Khanum, Secretary, Ministry of Food, Government of Bangladesh 

 
Dr. Mosammat Nazmanara Khanum is posted as Secretary, Ministry of Food since December 2019. She joined the Bangladesh 
Civil Service in 1989 and served in a wide range of government positions in her long and illustrious career of field 
administration as Assistant Commissioner, Assistant Director of Local Government, Upazila Nirbahi Officer. She also served as 
a Deputy Commissioner of Naogaon and Divisional Commissioner of Sylhet. Apart from her long career in field administration, 
Dr. Khanum has worked in Ministry of Public Administration, Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development & Co-
operatives, Ministry of Civil Aviation & Tourism. 
 

Koen Everaert, Team Leader of Food & Nutrition Security and Sustainable Development Section, Delegation of the European Union (EU) to 
Bangladesh 
 
Koen Everaert is Team Leader Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Development at the Delegation of the European 
Union to Bangladesh. He has been working in Asia for more than 23 years in various positions on a number of topics 
including Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Security, Social Protection, Education, Green Energy, Climate Change, Environment 
and Forestry.  
 
 



Folkert de Jager, First Secretary for Water Management and Food Security, Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Bangladesh 
 
Folkert de Jager, educated as a Civil Engineer, is the 1st secretary for Water Management and Food Security at the Netherlands’ Embassy in 
Bangladesh. In this capacity he is responsible for the bi-lateral cooperation between the two countries in these fields, which is currently in a 
transition from an aid dominated cooperation towards a knowledge exchange and commercial and business oriented cooperation. This 
transition is largely guided by the implementation of the Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100, that was approved by the HPM Sheikh Hasina in 2018. 
This Delta Plan aims to develop Bangladesh into a safe, climate resilient and prosperous delta, and has a strong focus on water management, 
agriculture and food security as drivers for economic development. In this regard he is interested to explore opportunities for valuing adding 
agricultural practices, and value chain development to make implementation of the Bangladesh Deltaplan economically feasible. 
 
Md Hajiqul Islam, Research Director (Policy and Coordination), Food Planning and Monitoring Unit (FPMU), Ministry of Food, Government 
of Bangladesh  
Md Hajiqul Islam is a Research Director (Policy and Coordination) at the Food Planning and Monitoring Unit (FPMU), Ministry 
of Food. He joined FPMU in 1995. Since then, he has been very active in the development of the Country Investment Plans 1 
and 2 and the newly adopted National Food and Nutrition Security Policy 2020. He also coordinates various ministries and 
departments as well as development partners to monitor FSN related policies and programmes and produce annual 
Monitoring Reports of CIPs. He holds MPhil from the University of Reading, UK.  
 
 
 
Sridhar Dharmapuri, Senior Food Safety and Nutrition Officer, FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific), Bangkok 

 
Dr Sridhar Dharmapuri is Group Leader of the Agriculture and Food systems team at the FAO Regional Office for the Asia-
Pacific in Bangkok. As the Senior Food Safety and Nutrition Officer for the region, he is leading FAO’s work on strengthening 
core elements of national food safety systems, nutrition sensitive agriculture and urban and rural food systems for safe and 
healthy diets. He has a doctorate in Life Sciences from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India and an MBA from 
Kansas University, USA. 
 



 
Rudaba Khondker, Country Director, Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN), Bangladesh 
 
Dr. Rudaba Khondker is a medical doctor with expertise in child health and with more than fifteen years’ experience 
working in leadership and advisory roles in humanitarian, post-conflict and development contexts in Africa, Asia, and 
the Pacific. She joined GAIN Bangladesh in 2014 as Senior Advisor and started working as the Country Director since 
end of 2015. Prior to joining GAIN Dr. Rudaba worked for many international organisations and agencies. In her 
leadership roles, she has worked closely with governments, UN agencies, civil society organisations and diverse 
development partners, global networks, and the private sector. With a key emphasis on children and women, she has 
worked in a range of countries including Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Pakistan, Sierra leone, Solomon Islands, 
Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda. She has significant experience in integrated programming that encompasses innovative and rights-based 
approaches of keeping children safe and integrating development and peace in core programming of child survival, nutrition, health, 
education, sexual and gender-based violence, HIV and AIDS. 
 
Inge Brouwer, Associate Professor, Division of Human Nutrition and Health, Wageningen University  
 

Dr. Inge D. Brouwer (Ph.D.) is Associate Professor at the Division of Human Nutrition, Wageningen University. Her research 
focuses on improvement of dietary quality of (young) women and children, in low and middle income countries through 
agricultural or food systems approaches, with special emphasis on reducing the burden of undernutrition, micronutrient 
deficiencies and overnutrition. Dr. Brouwer has acquired many research funds, from national funding programmes, from 
EU FP6 and FP7 Framework Programmes as well as from food industries. At the moment she is leader of the Flagship Food 
Systems for Healthier Diets under the CGAIR funded Agriculture for Nutrition and Health research programme led by the 
International Food Policy Research Institute. This programme is carried out in collaboration with Bioversity International, 

CIAT, IFPRI, IITA in Bangladesh, Vietnam, Ethiopia and Vietnam with the aim to guide transformations of food systems toward healthier diets 
for poor populations in a sustainable and equitable way. 
 



Dr Tariq Bin Yousuf, Chief Town Planner and Superintendent Engineer,  Dhaka North City Corporation  
 
Dr. Tariq Bin Yousuf, is the Chief Town Planner for the Dhaka North City Corporation and Superintendent Engineer of the 
City. He has also been the project director for the Dhaka Urban Resilience Project and the Dhaka North Upgradation 
Project, as well as Co-ordinator of the Community based Disaster Risk Reduction in Bangladesh. He is an expert in a range 
of issues including Solid Waste Management, Urban greening, Sanitation, and Climate Change. 
 
 
Md. Mahadi Faisal, Head of Business – Fresh Produce, SHWAPNO (ACI Logistics Ltd.) 

 
Md. Mahadi Faisal is a Bangladesh-based retail professional with more than 12 years of impactful journey. Currently, he 
holds the position of Business Head at ACI Logistics Ltd. He got his bachelor’s degree in business, besides this he holds 
diploma in Sustainable Agriculture and Products from Bygholm, Denmark. Mr. Faisal is one of the key people who have 
impacted a lot in redesigning and reshaping the Agri value chain in Bangladesh. He has closely worked on new Agri 
product development, implementation of G.A.P compliant vegetable farming, sourcing of organic products, realigning the 
retail value chain, and ensuring the best quality protein and perishables across the retail.  

 
Mohammed Yousuf, Director General, Department of Agricultural Marketing (DAM), Ministry of Agriculture 
 
Mohammed Yousuf joined the Department of Agricultural Marketing (DAM) as Director General (Additional Secretary) 
on 10 March 2019. Prior to joining the DAM, he was an Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Water Resources. During 
his illustrious civil service career, he has held unique roles in field administration such as Deputy Commissioner of 
Patuakhali and positions in the Ministry of Finance, the Economic Relations Division, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
Ministry of Industries, the Ministry of Energy & Mineral Resources and the Ministry of Public Administration. 
Mohammed Yousuf holds an MSc in Economics from the University of London, U.K. and an MSS in Economics from the 
University of Chittagong. 
 
 



Ashna Afroze Ahmed, Founder Prakriti Farming  
 

Ashna Afroze Ahmed is an Urban Food Grower and the Founder of Prakriti Farming. She believes a sustainable agriculture 
and healthy lifestyle can create a healthy generation which ensures food safety and security in the long run. She has worked 
in numerous urban farming project in Dhaka city and other peri -urban spaces since the inception of her company in 2017. 
In 2019, she has been awarded 1st prize amongst the top 5 women entrepreneurs of change by the World bank and IFC at 
the event, Strengthening Market access for women business owners.  
 
Ms Ahmed is a member of World Food Bank, American Urban Farming Forum and IPC (Indian Permaculture Institute). She 
owns a Facebook page for children’s healthy diet recipe called MummyYummy. She has been an active member of 
Singapore, Malaysia and Bangkok Urban Farming Forum. Her other scope of work includes Community Farming which  

produces naturally grown food, trains farmers to be micro entrepreneur, creates market access to the food produced by her community, and 
sells directly to the urban consumer at a fair price. She has 35 male and 20 female farmers who are currently working at the community farm.  
 
Her 10 years of experience ranges from local and multinational companies in Project Management, Business Development, Sales and 
Marketing. She worked for Chevron Bangladesh (Oil & Gas) and Beximco Media. She worked as content editor for Bangladesh Brand Forum 
Magazine, and research and communication associate for a Marketing Firm in UK. She graduated from the University of Delhi. 
 
Marcelle Peuckert, Project Lead, SIG Cartons for Good Project 
 
Marcelle Peuckert is working at SIG in Public Affairs and advocacy. She is also a Project Lead for the SIG Way beyond 
Good Foundation’s flagship project: Cartons For Good. 
 
Ms Peuchert earned a Bachelors degree of Commerce (Marketing & Industrial Psychology) from the University of 
South Africa. She is also an alumni of the Prince of Wales Business and Sustainability Leadership Programme and 
holds a Post Graduate Certificate in Cross-Sector Partnerships from the University of Cambridge, United Kingdom.  
 



She has over 25 years of experience in the social and environmental sectors and most recently led the Business Development efforts of the 
Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials (RSB), with a focus on the sustainable bioeconomy. Prior to that, she served as the Forest Stewardship 
Council’s (FSC) Business Development Director and brings many years of knowledge and experience in sustainability management, public 
affairs, marketing and brand engagement. She is South African and also brings many rich experiences from her working in social enterprise 
organisations in Africa.  
 
Khan Zubair Symon, Country Manager, SIG Combibloc Bangladesh Limited 

 
Khan Zubair Symon is currently working at SIG Combibloc Bangladesh Limited as Country Manager and member of the 
steering committee for Cartons for Good Project. He has been with SIG since January 2020. Prior to joining in SIG, he worked 
for BASF Bangladesh Ltd as Business Head and BASF India Ltd as Project Lead. He holds an MBA in Marketing from IBA, Dhaka 
University and B.SC in Chemical Engineering from BUET. 
 
 

 
Shaikh Saif Al Rashid, Founder & Managing Director, Apon Wellbeing Ltd.  
Saif Rashid is the Founder and Managing Director of Apon Wellbeing Ltd., an inclusive business dedicated to improving 
the economic status of 4.2 million working people (especially in the apparel sector) and their families in Bangladesh. 
Apon improves their earning and creates access to cash health insurance. Formerly, Mr Rashid initiated and managed 
Jita Social Business Bangladesh Ltd. He was named as YGAP (Spring and Build Bangladesh) Entrepreneur of the Year 
2018 and a Fabric of Change Fellow 2017. Over the last few years, he has been relentless in his entrepreneurial pursuit 
to identify the right equation for women's empowerment, scale and sustainability. His transformational business 
models and social business initiatives have been highlighted in SSIR, Ecobusiness.com, The Guardian, Forbes, The 
Economist and various blogs and by different business journals at Oxford University, DFID and Business Innovation Facilities etc. 
 
 
 
 



Dr. Mohammad Khalilur Rahman, Director General (DG), Bangladesh National Nutrition Council (BNNC) 
 
Dr. Rahman is a medical professional with master’s in public health and nutrition, currently heading as the DG of BNNC office-the nutrition 
apex body in the country responsible for policy formulation, nutrition governance at national and sub-national levels,  horizontal and 
vertical multisectoral coordination with 22 ministries and development partners, harmonization of nutrition specific and sensitive 
programs, advocacy for positioning nutrition in the development agenda, resource mobilization and knowledge management in the field 
of nutrition. Dr. Rahman has a combination of extensive experiences for over 20 years in direct field level implementation, day to day 
operation of complex situation, and management at higher level while he held different positions in the government under the Ministry 

of Health Family Welfare for example, as the Director of Institute of Public Health Nutrition, Civil Surgeon-head of district health system, etc. He is an active 

member of the Bangladesh Medical and Dental Council.   
 
Kaosar Afsana, Professor, James P Grant School of Public Health (JPGSPH), BRAC University, Bangladesh 
 
Kaosar Afsana is a Professor at James P Grant School of Public Health (JPGSPH), BRAC University, Bangladesh. She had 
served BRAC in Bangladesh for over 26 years and completed hertenure as the Director, BRAC Health, Nutrition and 
Population Programme. Dr Afsana has started to work for BRAC JPGSPH since its inception in 2004 and became 
Professor in 2011. She is an MD with an MPH from Harvard University, USA and PhD from Edith Cowan University, 
Australia. She has been honored with many prestigious awards for her academic achievements and contribution to 
maternal and child health and women’s empowerment. Dr Afsana has authored books and widely published papers in 
journals and books. She represents BRAC JPGSPH and BRAC at national and global levels playing a critical role in policy-
making and planning, and providing technical guidance, particularly, in sexual, reproductive, maternal, neonatal, child and adolescent health 
and nutrition and health system strengthening. 
 
Piet Vochten, Deputy Country Director (Programme & Strategy), World Food Programme (WFP)  
 
Piet Vochten is a long-time staff member of WFP who is currently working as Deputy Country Director for Programme and Strategy with the 
World Food Programme in Bangladesh.  Prior to Bangladesh he has been working in countries like Bhutan, Laos, Indonesia and Nepal in the 
region. He also worked in Eritrea and Cape Verde in Africa and in WFP Headquarters in Rome. He worked for shorter assignments with FAO 



and OCHA. His background covers both emergency response as well as development activities, working in areas like school feeding, natural 
resources management and safety nets. He currently leads the WFP Bangladesh response to the COVID-19 crisis with the exception of the 
camps in Cox’s Bazar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


