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Urban Agriculture in Dhaka and the 
smaller cities in Bangladesh
u For Bangladesh, Urban Agriculture is a relatively a recent phenomenon as 

urbanization gained pace not before the 1990s. 

u In a recent survey, around 12% urban area residents currently practice urban 
farming. – source SDNBD (sustainable development networking program) Among 
which most of the area used are Dhaka city rooftop and established slum dwellings 
(i.e. urban poor)

u Findings from a recent study shows that 59.2% buildings in Lalmatia and 39.1% 
buildings in Dhanmondi have rooftop gardening. 

u This practice has spread outside of the capital city, including Chattogram, 
Khulna, Sylhet. Approximately, 25 types vegetables and 20 types fruits are 
grown in rooftop gardening in our country.



The potential of Urban Agriculture in 
Bangladesh

u According to Bangladesh government's agricultural information service website- Dhaka 
city has around 450 thousand roofs covering over 4,500 hectares, which is equivalent or 
even larger than the area of an upazila (sub-district). 

u About 5 million people live in the established slums in Dhaka. A survey conducted 
among 400 people have found that Dhaka food production at the urban slums and 
gardens generated an annual output valued not less than 30 million taka (Mayeed and 
Choudhury 1996) the numbers we can definitely assume have grown exponentially with 
the increase of people migrated to the city ever more. 

u The annual Plant Fair organized in Dhaka city is an inspiring event in which nurseries 
from across the country participate to sell plants and inputs to plant lovers. The number 
of nurseries are growing 5% per annum that could be a potential of employment source  
in the urban poor. 

u At the same time, experiments with greenhouse hydroponic and other techniques of 
vertical farming by private companies such as Maisha Group, Paramount Group and 
Partex Group are taking urban agriculture one step further.



Urban Agriculture (UAG)- A healthier 
option

u Less insect pressure, hence, less insecticide. 

u Emitting carbon footprint by reducing food transport mileage. 

u Less wastage of food. Controlled environment means harvesting at the peak time, 
efficiency in production input and output. 

u availability, accessibility and safety at individual, household, national level ensuring 
food security. 

u Providing nutritionally adequate diet, which result in food and nutrition security in the 
practicing family.

u Rooftop gardening has positive affect on our mental and physical health by providing 
greenery and clean air.

u Finally, growing food closer to home can help to build awareness of—and appreciation 
for—food production.



Constraints of Urban Agriculture (UAG)

u Lack of  locally accessible land for purchase or rent for urban agriculture.
u Lack of awareness of the investment opportunities that are available in UAG
u Lack of awareness and promotion to facilitate poverty alleviation through 

UAG.
u Lack of understanding urban design landscaping concept  to facilitate the 

space for UAG. 
u Shortage of technical advice on sustainable kitchen gardens, back-yard 

garden, livestock production and horticulture. 
u Lack of Expertise in modern urban sanitation, public space maintenance and 

general beautification of the city through innovations in urban agriculture.
u Accessibility of food production raw materials, seeds, equipment's for better 

utilization of space for urban farming and maximization of yield. 
u No organized efforts from government, community and NGO side to organize 

a pool of agricultural skills among the recent migrants, which has not been 
utilized for UAG.



Policy and regulation to scale up Urban Agriculture 
in Bangladesh.

u Policymakers and experts need to essentially focus on broadening the scopes for urban 
agriculture in Bangladesh 

u Efficient use of urban spaces for food and plant production should be introduced at the 
local municipality level.

u Create more experts in UAG design, efficiency and production in urban landscaping.
u create plan to include UAG as a part of SDG goals related to zero hunger, poverty 

reduction, health, education and skills development and environment.
u Focus the right mix of people including urban poor with their local knowledge in UAG and 

continue expansion of urban areas.
u Bringing innovation, expertise and participations from both public and private sector to the 

UAG. 
u Generate campaign in creating awareness in local communities, school to grow food in 

the vicinity of their living area.
u Create more public place for horticulture UAG and beautification. 
u The ongoing pandemic of COVID-19 has once again reminded us about the primacy of 

food security, as reflected in the call of our honorable prime minister to utilize every bit of 
spare space and corner for food production. To fulfil her call both for immediate and long-
term food security, scope for urban farming must be utilized through methodical planning 
and its right execution.



uWe have completed 70 rooftop projects 
in Dhaka, 17 peri urban projects. 

uProducts grown  leafy vegetables, 
tomato, brinjal, pumpkin, bottle gourd, 
bitter gourd, Radish, beans, herbs, fruits: 
mango, papaya, banana, malta, lime,guava
dalim, capsicum, cucumber, green chilli
and so forth.

uCampaign: in an underprivilege school 
badda, teaching as part of the school 
course to grow plants (herbs) and sell at 
the fair price. 

u participated in Dhaka art summit as 
landscaping urban space for growing plants 
and food a form of conversation.
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