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‘The food policy analysts and researchers must look ahead through continued research and 
analysis, to predict what kind of information policy-makers are likely to need several years 
into the future’. 
The National Food Policy, 2006  
 
 
 
1. Introduction  
 
The Ministry of Food and Disaster Management organized a Consultative Workshop on 
Informed Policy Making for Food Security: Assessing Research Needs and Awarding 
Research Grants, in collaboration with National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening 
Programme (NFPCSP), Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations with 
financial assistance from USAID and the EC on 29 November, 2006. The NFPCSP has been 
assessing the needs for food security related research that can inform decision making by 
policy makers in line with government determination to pursue the Millennium Development 
Goals and World Food Summit objectives.   
 
The Programme of the Consultative Workshop is given in Annex 1.  
 
Objectives of the Consultative Workshop  
• Inform participants about the opportunities available for funding food security related 
research under NFPCSP 
• Share and review the preliminary findings of the Research Needs Assessment (RNA) 
opinion survey on priority topics for food security research in the areas of availability, access, 
and utilization for nutrition, as well as cross-cutting issues (gender, governance, 
environment, and infrastructure) 
• Elicit additional views on priority areas for food security related research from 
workshop participants  
• Raise a consensus on the set of priority areas identified.  
 
Expected Outcomes  
• Participants are informed about opportunities for funding of food security related 
research 
• Consensus is obtained on priority food security related research topics, including 
research on cross-cutting issues  
• Identified priorities for research genuinely reflect the views from a broad range of 
national stakeholders 
 
The workshop was attended by a total of 181 participants (Annex 2) from government 
ministries and agencies, academia, NGOs and other civil society organisations. The 
workshop elicited inputs from the participants on areas and topics around setting the agenda 
for priority research on food security policy. Presided by Dr. Selina Ahsan, Director-General 
of the Food Planning and Monitoring Unit (FPMU) of the Ministry of Food and Disaster 
Management (MoFDM), the inaugural session was addressed by Mr. Ehsan-ul-Fattah, 
Secretary, MoFDM as the chief guest and Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in 
Bangladesh as the special guest. Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Chief of Agricultural Sector in 
Economic Development Service, FAO, Rome also spoke. 
 
Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, Chief Technical Adviser of the NFPCSP, presented the objectives of the 
workshop within the framework of the NFPCSP commitment to support policy makers in the 
fight against food insecurity. Mr. Stamoulis highlighted that Bangladesh has all the potentials 
to achieve its target of lowering the level of hunger and malnutrition by half within the next 10 
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years, pointing out the key factors that can contribute to this result and, specifically, the key 
role played by peace and political stability.  
 
In the technical session chaired by Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Mr. Nur Khondaker, the National 
Research Grants Administrator (NGA) of NFPCSP, presented the modalities for inviting and 
selecting research proposals for funding under the project. Professor Mohan Rao, FAO 
consultant from University of Massachusetts, presented the preliminary findings of the 
NFPCSP Research Needs Assessment survey conducted during the previous two months.   
 
Participants were invited to express their views on priority research areas for food security 
research identified in the survey in view of the effective implementation of the National Food 
Policy.  A participatory exercise in priority scoring of sub-dimensions of food security critical 
to the key dimensions of food security, namely food production and availability, physical, 
social and economic access, and utilization of food for nutrition as well as the cross cutting 
issues of gender, governance, infrastructure, and environment, was carried out. This was 
followed by a lively open discussion with active participation of the audience.  
 
The key output of the workshop was consensus building on priority research topics related to 
all dimensions of food security to guide the development of a Research Needs Digest 
(RND). This is expected to serve as a reference for food security related research and as 
basis for inviting research proposals under the NFPCSP research grant award initiative. 
 
 
2. Session 1: Inaugural Session 
 
The workshop began with a recitation from the Holy Quran by Moulana Sultant Ahmed. The 
welcome address was given by Mr. Ruhul Amin, Research Director, FPMU. He stated that 
NFPCSP has been initiated to assist Bangladesh in implementing the comprehensive, 
equitable, gender-sensitive and pro-poor National Food Policy (2006), in line with the World 
Food Summit (1996). He emphasized that research is needed on various dimensions and 
cross cutting issues of food security to feed to the policy making process. The full text of his 
speech is given in Annex 3. 
 
Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, Chief Technical Adviser, presented the rationale of the new food policy as 
well as the objectives of NFPCSP and the workshop to clarify scope and objectives of the 
Research Needs Digest. He pointed out that, since 1971, Bangladesh has made 
considerable effort in achieving food security, in particular through impressive increases in 
food grain availability. However, problems in access to food persist for almost half of the 
population leaving below the poverty line as shown by the high prevalence of 
undernourishment (30%) in the country. To address this problem a comprehensive National 
Food Policy, integrating all dimensions of food security, namely availability, access and 
nutrition, was approved on 14 August 2006. In line with the National Food Policy and in 
support of the achievement of the Millennium Development Goal 1 and the World Food 
Summit Objective of reducing poverty and hunger, the NFPCSP was designed to ‘enhance 
national capacity to implement the comprehensive, equitable, gender-sensitive, and pro-poor 
National Food Policy and Action Plan that facilitates the attainment of the national 
development goals’. 
 
The NFPCSP has two components. The first component aims to increase the capacity of the 
Food Planning and Monitoring Unit (FPMU) of the MoFDM and the members of the policy 
wings and planning units in partner ministries to perform their functions associated with the 
implementation of the National Food Policy Action Plan. The second component entails 
expanding civil society's capacity to conduct high quality research on food security and 
establishing an effective platform for dialogue between government policy officials and the 

3 
 



civil society researchers. The particular reasons to promote research, he added, were to 
bring results into the policy making process in order to favour a better informed, science-
based policy making for food security. 
 
Mr. Ciro Fiorillo also clarified that the NFPCSP will focus on promoting socio-economic and 
nutrition research related to the four pillars of food security. These include production and 
availability, physical and social access, economic access and food utilization for nutrition. 
The cross cutting issues of institutions and governance, infrastructure, environment, women 
and other vulnerable groups would also be areas of research.  Research needs in all these 
areas were to be identified through a participatory process. Project experts and the Thematic 
Research Teams are consulting government actors involved in food security, academia, 
research organisations, civil society organisations, donors and international organisations.  
This will provide the baseline information to invite bids for research grants.  
 
The purpose of the workshop, he explained, was therefore to facilitate the elaboration of a 
Research Need Digest (RND) by presenting preliminary findings from interviews conducted 
so far, obtaining feedback from participants and eliciting participants’ sense of priorities 
across the full range of research areas pertinent to food security. 
 
Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, addressed the audience pointing out his satisfaction for the initiative 
undertaken by the NFPCSP. He stated that poverty trends show a mixed picture in the world 
as result of a mix of successes and failures. Every country has specific factors that influence 
the achieving of the goal of poverty reduction. Agricultural and rural development is a major 
factor for success but equally important are peace and political stability. He emphasized the 
importance of the political commitment in ensuring food security and asserted that, following 
the approval of the NFP, Bangladesh can credibly aim at achieving its target of lowering the 
level of hunger and malnutrition by half within the next 10 years.  
 
Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in Bangladesh expressed his sincere thanks to all the 
distinguished participants from academic institutions, civil society and government agencies 
for taking part in the workshop, which was aimed at stimulating a participatory debate on the 
needs for further research on food security issues and policies in Bangladesh. He also 
expressed special gratitude to the European Commission and USAID for the continuous 
attention and support extended to FAO for implementing the National Food Policy Capacity 
Strengthening Programme under which the workshop was taking place.  
 
In line with World Food Summit objective of halving the number hungry people by 2015 and 
to contribute to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goal 1 (MDG 1), FAO has 
undertaken various activities, he added. He made reference to the Special Programme for 
Food Security (SPFS) which is promoting effective solutions to the elimination of hunger, 
undernourishment and poverty through various projects in over one hundred countries 
worldwide. The NFPCSP is part of a new form of intervention, which aims at strengthening 
the capacity of public institutions to fight hunger and malnutrition through the adoption of 
policy interventions based on technically sound information and analysis.  For this reason, 
the NFPCSP is promoting the development of analytical and institutional capacities within 
the government as well as research and dialogue on food policy in the civil society as well as 
between the government and the civil society. He informed the audience that FAO is 
implementing this challenging project jointly with the Food Planning and Monitoring Unit of 
the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management. The full text of Mr. Ad Spijkers’ speech is 
given in Annex 4. 
 
In his inaugural speech, the Chief Guest Mr. Ehsan-ul-Fattah, Secretary, MoFDM, stated 
that the role of increased food production for attaining food security cannot be 
overemphasized due to the country's low income, recurrent natural calamities and increasing 
international prices of food commodities. The Government is aware that inadequate access 
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to food of a large section of the population is primarily due to abject poverty and lack of 
purchasing power, he added. He expressed the expectation that the workshop could provide 
a platform for eliciting additional views from a broader audience and discussing the 
preliminary findings of the research needs assessment carried out so far in a wider 
perspective. He then declared the workshop open. The full text of the inaugural speech of 
Mr. Ehsan-ul-Fattah is given in Annex 5.  
 
Dr. Selina Ahsan, DG, FPMU, in her speech as the Chair of the inaugural session, 
mentioned that the workshop was the first one on the Research Needs Assessment activities 
which would be followed up with another workshop, expected to be held in February 2007, 
when the results of the activity will be presented in the form of a Research Need Digest. She 
also mentioned that NFPCSP has been assessing the needs for research that can support 
scientific based decision making by policy makers in line with government determination to 
pursue the Millennium Development Goals and World Food Summit objectives. The 
preparation of a Research Needs Digest (RND) can be a reference for all researchers and 
serve as a basis for inviting research proposals under NFPCSP research grant award 
initiative. The RND will contribute to the stock of knowledge available to the Food Policy 
Working Group (FPWG) and Thematic Research Teams (TRT) for providing fruitful services 
in support of the implementation of the National Food Policy. The Research Needs Digest 
will also facilitate the identification of analytical activities to be addressed by the 
FPWG/TRTs and by the Bangladesh research institutions in government and civil society.   
 
She appreciated Professor Mohan Rao for his expert inputs in preparation of the RND and 
expressed her confidence that the present workshop, with contribution of the participants, 
could have an important role in indicating priorities for research areas to be considered for 
research activities in the country and, more specifically, for eligibility under the research 
grant initiative. It will also be an occasion for participants to learn more about the 
opportunities available under the NFPCSP.  
 
She expressed her thanks and gratitude to FAO and the FAO Representative in Bangladesh 
for the excellent technical support and to USAID and the EC for their generous financial 
assistance in holding the workshop. She also rendered her gratitude to the heads of the 
partner ministries/agencies for the keen interest and valuable time devoted to the workshop. 
She expressed her delight for Mr. Kostas Stamoulis acceptance to chair the Technical 
Session of the workshop and remarked the value of his contribution to the Workshop. The 
text of Dr. Selina Ahsan’s speech is given in Annex 6. 
 
 
3. Session II: Technical Session  
 
 
The technical session was chaired by Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Chief, ESAE, FAO, HQ, Rome.  
 
 
3.1 ‘The Research Grants Award Initiative and Process’ by Mr. Nur A. 
Khondaker, Research Grants Administrator, NFPCSP 
 
The second component of the NFPCSP focuses on improving research and dialogue in Civil 
Society (CS) to carry out food security research and improve dialogue among CS and 
between CS and the Government of Bangladesh (GoB). Mr. Nur A. Khondaker, the RGA of 
the NFPCSP, gave an overview of this component indicating that main activities involve 
assessing research needs on food security, setting an institutional framework for awarding 
grants and facilitating research and dialogue. In this context, he highlighted the two types of 
funds available with the NFPCSP, namely the Programme Funded Research (PR) and the 
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Challenge Fund (CF). The former is more specifically geared towards supporting longer-term 
substantive research (up to 18 months) by eligible institutions, organisations and centres, 
while the latter will support complementary short-term research work (up to 6 months) on 
existing policy interventions and practices. Mr. Khondaker clarified that the major activities in 
the research grant award process include the establishment of a Research Grant Panel 
(RGP), the preparation of a Research Needs Digest (RND) and the finalization of topics for 
bidding, the definition of guidelines for submission and selection of research proposals, the 
calls for research proposals, the ranking and selection of winning proposals, the issuance of 
contract and release of funds before proceeding with the execution of the researches. He 
highlighted in particular the following sequence of activities: 
 
• Finalising Research Topics for Bidding. In finalizing the research topics for bidding, a 

Research Needs Digest (RND) will be prepared. Based on the RND, a list of researchable 
issues will be prepared to guide the process for proposal selection for awarding grants. 

• Call for Research Proposals. In order to proceed with the calls for proposals, a Research 
Grant Panel (RGP) is being established, guidelines for the submission and selection of 
proposals are being prepared.  

• Ranking Research Proposals. Once research proposals are received, an initial scrutiny 
will check if the research proposals are complete and comply with requirements. 
Proposals that meet the formal requirements will be subject to a preliminary assessment 
by the Technical Assistance Team (TAT). Promising proposals that are not acceptable in 
the form they are submitted may be sent back to the proponents for further clarification 
and improvements.   

• Selection of Winning Proposals. The decision concerning proposals to be financed will be 
taken by the RGP taking into account the preliminary assessment of the TAT. In selecting 
proposals for funding, the RGP will take into consideration diversity and size of the 
proposing institutions so as to encourage participation of smaller institutions with less 
research capacity, multi disciplinary and multi institutional research as well as 
collaboration among different institutions. 

 
 
3.2 ‘Research Needs Assessment: Methodology and Preliminary Findings’ by 
Prof Mohan Rao, Advisor to FAO  
 
Introduction and Context 
 
Professor Mohan Rao, Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, University of Singapore 
and FAO Consultant made a detail presentation on the methodology followed for 
assessment of research needs relevant to food security in Bangladesh and preliminary 
findings of the exercise. He stressed that the National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening 
Programme (NFPCSP) had been assessing the needs for food security related research with 
a view at informing decisions by policy makers in line with government determination to 
pursue the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and World Food Summit (WFS) 
objectives.  In this regard, one of the expected outputs is the preparation of a Research 
Needs Digest (RND) that will serve as a reference for food security related research and as 
a basis for inviting research proposals under the NFPCSP research grant award initiative.   
 
The RND, he mentioned, would highlight the views and current thinking of various 
stakeholders in the food security debate on what constitute important gaps in knowledge 
regarding food security policy related research in Bangladesh. The RND is intended to be an 
information store house containing a wide range of topics, titles and questions on research 
issues. These cover the main dimensions of food security, namely availability, access, and 
utilization for nutrition as well as cross cutting issues of governance and institutions, 
infrastructure, gender and environment. The RND would also contribute to the stock of 
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knowledge available to the Food Policy Working Group (FPWG) and Thematic Research 
Teams (TRT) for providing fruitful services in support of the implementation of the National 
Food Policy.   
 
The prime source of information for the Digest is a research needs assessment survey 
involving extensive consultations with a broad range of stakeholders, including government 
departments and institutes, academia, research institutions, civil society representatives and 
international agencies. Additionally, a bibliographic list of published articles and books 
compiled for the period 1999-2006 constitutes an essential background for the Digest. To 
ensure that the RND results from a fully participatory process, in addition to today workshop 
November 2006, a second one is scheduled to discuss the RND in late February 2007.  
 
 
Methodology: Instruments and Sources 
 
The research needs assessment is based on two instruments: (1) interviews with 
respondents/individuals from government departments, research institutions and 
universities, non-governmental organisations, international organisations and donors, and 
(2) a bibliographic search of covering the period 1999 - 2006.  
 
(1) Interviews. Personal interviews were conducted with the aid of a simple questionnaire 
that defined and illustrated each dimension of food security. The interview elicited research 
topics of importance from a national standpoint from the respondents, in dialogue form with 
interviewers asking supplementary questions or requesting clarifications, and obtaining 
abstracts of each topic, where possible. The list of respondents with institutional affiliation 
appears in Annex 7. 
 
(2) Bibliographic Search. The bibliographic search was conducted with an exclusive focus on 
research regarding various aspects of food security in Bangladesh and was confined to the 
period 1999-2006, based on a search of relevant electronic data bases plus specific sources 
using all relevant search words. 
 
 
Methodology: Classification 
 
The topics generated by the Interviews and the titles obtained from the bibliographic search 
have been classified by the following criteria: 
 
 FIRST, by the principal and cross-cutting dimensions of food security; and 
 SECOND, by sub-dimensions or clusters  
 
The principal dimensions of food security are:  
 1. Production and Availability 
 2. Social or ‘Non-Market’ Access 
 3. Economic or ‘Market’ Access 
 4. Utilization and Nutrition 
 
The cross-cutting dimensions, which stand outside the concept of food security per se but 
are related to two or more of the main dimensions, are 
 5. Governance and Institutions 
  6. Infrastructure 
 7. Environment 
 8. Women and Other Disadvantaged Groups 
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The above eight principal dimensions were further partitioned into sub-dimensions or 
‘clusters’.  
 
The choice of a cluster necessarily required both selection and exclusion of issues. While 
the choice could certainly be stressed by logical or definitional inter-relations among the 
issues concerned, the choice was not wholly determined by logic or definitions alone. 
Experience or prior conceptions were also determining factors. 
Thirty-two clusters were used in the present investigation. The clusters were not distributed 
uniformly across the dimensions. This was both because conceptually not all dimensions are 
equally heterogeneous internally and because the ‘density’ of topics (from the interviews) 
and titles (from the bibliography) actually obtained from the investigation was not quite 
uniform across the dimensions. Table 1 shows the distribution of the 32 clusters by the eight 
dimensions. 
 
Table 1. Distribution of clusters by dimensions 

Production and availability 6 Governance and institutions 3 

‘Social’ or non-market access 4 Infrastructure 3 

‘Economic’ or market access 6 Environment 2 

Utilisation and nutrition 5 Women and other disadvantaged groups 3 
 
 
Interview vs. Bibliographic Sources  
 
Comparisons of the collections of topics and titles across clusters or dimensions by the two 
instruments must be considered with caution. The caution is entailed by actual and potential 
differences between the two sets of instruments and sources used in this study. The chief 
differences are noted below in Table 2: 
 
Table 2. Interviews vs. Bibliography 

Interviews Bibliography 

yield important topics to be researched is set of completed research issues 

often express worries or concerns without 
scientific niceties 

scientifically defined problems or puzzles with 
established methods 

topics emerge from a respondent-interviewer 
dialogue 

often emerge from imperatives internal to the 
scientific process 

respondent is prompted to consider national 
interests 

research expresses the researcher’s or originator’s 
interests 

 
 
The Findings So Far: Some Highlights 
 
More than 75 persons affiliated with more than 50 agencies were interviewed thus far. The 
number of respondent-identified topics totalled 251 while the number of bibliographic titles 
identified was 582. The compendium is presented using the classification described above.  
Moreover, the topics and titles were juxtaposed side by side under the relevant clusters. The 
intent here was to allow a measure of ease in the perusal of the specific items and any 
correlation that there may be across the two sources. 
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Notwithstanding the caution sounded earlier, it was instructive to make comparisons at least 
of the frequency distributions (in percentage terms) of the topics from the interviews and the 
titles from the bibliography. This is shown in Table 3 and Chart 1 for the principal 
dimensions.  
 
 
Table 3. Frequency distribution of interview topics and bibliographic titles by 
dimensions of food security 

Dimension of food security Topics (%) Titles (%) 

Production and Availability 20 22 

Physical and Social Access 9 10 

Economic Access 15 18 

Utilisation and Nutrition 34 18 

Governance and Institutions 5 11 

Infrastructure 4 7 

Environment 6 3 

Women & Other Disadvantaged Groups 7 12 

 
 
There clearly were some pronounced differences in the two distributions. While topics under 
Production & Availability and Utilization & Nutrition together accounted for 54% of all topics, 
the corresponding proportion for the titles was only 36%. It is noteworthy also that 
Production & Availability bore a larger weight in the topics than among the titles in the 
bibliography. This might have been due to the fact that despite significant progress in food 
production and availability, many people still do not have adequate access to food and, 
therefore, the level of food insecurity and malnutrition remains high. Some respondents, 
including researchers, might therefore be of the opinion that it may be easier to obtain further 
increases in production and availability than attempting to narrow the access gap directly. 
 
 
Figure 1. Frequency Distribution of Topics and Titles by dimensions 
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Research ‘needs’ must surely be reckoned with respect to the real world availability and 
access gaps, Professor Rao remarked. Whether the lists of topics and titles collected were 
reflective of the current and prospective research needs is a matter of debate. One could 
also argue whether real world food security issues are driving research or whether research 
is anticipating real world issues. What is clear is that we would need to have refined 
knowledge of the interactions between the real world and the research world to pin down 
how well either the topics or titles list captures current and prospective research needs. 
 
 
Scope, Limitations and the Way Ahead 
 
Professor Rao concluded his presentation with the following remarks on the scope and 
limitations of the above exercise:  
• The intent of the study was to focus on socio-economic research and socio-economic 
implications of scientific-technological research; 
• There was wide but not necessarily statistically representative coverage of 
respondents; 
• The dialogue nature of interviews implied interviewers may have influenced the 
findings; 
• The findings are still work in progress. They will be finalized taking into account 
feedback received in the workshop and discussed in a second workshop, planned for late 
February. 
 
 
3.3. The Scoring Exercise by the Participants for Identification of Priority 
Research Areas 
 
One of the major objectives of the workshop was identification of priority research areas 
related to food security on a participatory basis. To achieve this, the participants were asked 
to prioritize the 32 research clusters under the eight dimensions (four main and four cross-
cutting -see Table 4) in the form of a score ranging from 0 to 10, with a score of 0 (zero) 
meaning a cluster, in the opinion of a respondent, of no priority at all and a score of 10 
meaning a cluster of top most priority. The participants were asked to score as many 
clusters as possible. They were assisted by the TAT members on points not clear to them, 
e.g. clarification of the meaning of a given cluster under a dimension. The results of the 
scoring will contribute to the preparation of the Research Needs Digest (RND).      
 
 
Table 4. List of clusters under the eight dimensions 

 

10 
 



Production and Availability 

Technologies including Bio-Tech 

Economics of Production and Production Diversification 
Access to Inputs: Credit, Land, Water, Fertiliser, Seed, etc. 
Input and Output Market Structures and Policy Interventions 
Extension, Information, and Other Public Services 
Trade, Self-Sufficiency, Aid and Stability of Supply Sources 
‘Social’/Non-Market Access 

Storage and Stocking Policies 

Shocks, Seasonality and Stability of Access 
Community and Mutualism: Moral Economy of Access 
Access via Government Safety Nets and Other FS Interventions 
‘Economic’/Market Access 

Incomes, Access to Assets, Employment and Factor Markets 
Food Prices, Purchasing Power, Pricing Policies and Food Markets 
Ultra-Poverty, Poverty, Inequality and Exclusion 
Instability, Seasonality, Vulnerability and Resilience 
Macroeconomic (Fiscal, Monetary, Exchange Rate) Policies 
The Economic and Social Value of Nutrition and Food Security 
Utilisation and Nutrition 

Issues in Measurement of FS, Vulnerability, Poverty, etc. 
Malnutrition: Nature, Measurement and Causes 
Food Safety and Food Quality 
Food Culture, Dietary Patterns, Food Composition, Nutrition Standards 
Public Health and Educational Interventions Impinging on Nutrition 
Governance and Institutions 

Transparency of Policies and Institutions Related to Food Security 
Local and Popular Participation, and Decentralization 
Accountability of Policy Making and Implementing Institutions 
Infrastructure 

Power, Transport, Communication, Irrigation, Storage 
Research, Extension, Education, Health 
Rules & Institutions for the Food Security System 
Environment 

Long-Term Environmental Degradation and Food Security 
Climate Change and Global Warming: Potential Impact on Food Security 
Women and Other Disadvantaged Groups 

Intra-Household Food Distribution and Access 
Access to Productive Assets, Education, Health and Other Services 
Disadvantaged Regions, the Disabled, Elderly Children & Ethnic Minorities 
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3.4. Open discussion 
 
The paper presentations and the scoring exercise were followed by a lively open discussion. 
The Session Chairman Mr. Stamoulis pointed out that an important part of the NFPCSP 
project is research and analysis in support of the NFP. He called upon the participants to 
contribute to the NFPCSP endeavour by taking active part in the discussion and giving their 
valuable inputs. 
 
Participants’ Questions/Comments on Mr. Nur A. Khondaker’s Presentation 
• Competitive research grants are common in Bangladesh. Sometimes, though the 
proposals are nicely written, the institution that proposes to do the research is not able to 
execute programme due to lack of capacity. They often get an expert to write the proposal 
but he does not actually contribute to carrying out the research. The RGP should carefully 
consider the capacity to carry out of the proponent institutions to carry out the research. 
• The programme seems to be giving priority to only established 
organisations/institutions. There should also be provision and scope for independent 
researchers not attached to institutions.   
• It appears as though each organisation can only submit two research proposals 
although there are four thematic areas. Each organisation should be enabled to bid on all 
four areas so as to give comprehensive support to policy makers. As far as the evaluation of 
proposals is concerned, only policy makers are included in the panel. Researchers should 
also be included given their experience in actually carrying out/planning and implementing 
research.  
• There is need to include poor people’s organisations in the research. Application 
procedures should be formulated in such a way to not exclude those that are not highly 
qualified research experts.  
• As a first step, interested institutions/individuals should be invited to submit short 
concept papers. After initial scrutiny, a short list should be prepared and full proposals 
should be invited from this short list. This would help deal well with the task of having to 
evaluate thousands of proposals. 
• It is difficult to identify topics that have not been already researched in Bangladesh. It 
is important to ensure that applicants carry out a preliminary bibliographical search and 
document in the application point out what is the expected value added from the proposed 
research.  
• Can non-Bangladeshi researchers working in Bangladesh apply for the grants? This 
would allow bringing in successful foreign experiences. 
• The size of individual grants is too small. Good research requires larger funding. 
• Success stories could also be considered in constituting a cluster. Success stories 
should be cross-cutting in that they would need to highlight findings that encompass a 
common and wider range of issues.  
 
Responses from Nur Khondaker 
• Under the Challenge Fund, individual experts will be able to submit proposals 
through the institution of affiliation. 
• Collaboration among different organisations and institutions is encouraged by the 
NFPCSP.  
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• As part of the evaluation process, the RGP will first scrutinize proposals for 
compliance with formal requirements and then the Technical Assistance Team (TAT) of 
NFPCSP will carry out initial technical scrutiny. The proposals will be ranked and forwarded 
to the RGP for decision. The RGP will consider the diversity of proposals, including the 
cross-cutting aspects. The RGP will include two prominent experts from civil society. 
• The applicants should prepare their proposals carefully and build in scope for the 
inclusion of poor peoples’ organisation. The final format of the proposals will be soon be 
made available to the potential applicants.    
• The project may consider the proposal to requesting concept papers for preliminary 
screening before submission of full-fledged proposals. 
• The suggestion to include a bibliography in each research proposals, as a way to 
ensure that previous research is reviewed before drafting proposals, is a sound one. It will 
certainly be included in the guideline.  
• Priority should be given to research from established institutions because of 
accountability issues. It is also important to promote collaboration among different 
institutions.  
• There is currently no provision for non Bangladeshis applying for research funds 
given the limited funds available. However, project may consider including non-Bangladeshis 
in partnership with nationals. 
 
Participants’ Questions/Comments on Professor Mohan Rao’s presentation 
• Every research has a client. Research has to be demand-based. This would facilitate 
the definition of a selection strategy.  
• In order to prioritize research areas on which to invite proposals, it would be 
appropriate to reconstruct the problem tree of food security in Bangladesh and on each 
bottleneck of the tree specify the topics requiring further research. It is important to take 
stock of research done and examine why results of some of the researches have not been 
translated into action. One would have to try and understand why the gaps have not been 
addressed and why the solutions have not been translated into action.  
• Everything under food security issues has been ‘researched to death’. Yet, the 
bibliography is far from being exhaustive. The bibliography supporting the research need 
assessment should include research on the famine of 1943 and consider transient bhora 
kartik (the months of August-October of a year) periods. It excludes many unpublished 
items, especially by NGOs.   
• Interviewing individuals alone is insufficient. It is also necessary to interview groups 
of researchers in a given field or with a common focus. That way, the assessment can 
involve dialogue among the researchers themselves and this will provide a different set of 
inputs than the individual interviews alone. 
• Too often researchers’ findings are ignored and their recommendations are not 
implemented. This shows the fundamental need for research on transparency and 
accountability of the (political) priority-setting process.  
• Adaptive research should be done especially on sustainable technologies. Adaptive 
research has a larger improvement potential for the society and should receive priority in 
fund allocation. 
• The cluster ‘Social/Non-Market Access’ should also include physical access. For 
example, endowment or geographical constraints are really a physical access issue, 
although they may also fit within the ‘Availability’, ‘Infrastructure’ and ‘Disadvantaged 
Regions’ dimensions. 
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• There is a need to consider basic research in addition to applied or adaptive research 
in such a way to promote innovative ways of addressing food security.  
• Research has not been done on all areas of food security. The selection of 
interviewees and the way interviews were carried out will have some bearing on the outcome 
of the research need assessment.  
• Many NGOs are carrying out research, often working with poor people, but the 
results of their research are often not published. This implies that significant research is not 
being published and is unlikely to be included in the bibliographic survey being carried out.  
• There seems to be no provision made for either consulting the poor themselves as 
regards research priorities or for involving them in relevant ‘research’ or search for solutions 
for various problems. 
• As regards scientific-technological research, the priority is not on new research but 
on research regarding sustainability of existing technologies. A major issue here is the 
problem of dissemination of known research and appropriate extension services. 
 
• Many institutions are conducting research related to food security, but the disabled 
seem to have been completely left out. In particular, unbalanced diets are an important 
factor generating disability. There is a strong need food security research focusing on 
physically disabled people. 
• Other comments on research needs referred to the persistent yield gap under 
prevailing farm conditions finalized at increasing food availability; research aiming focused 
on people’s right to access safe and nutritious food and able to promote awareness; the 
possibility promoting partnerships between NGOs and research agencies. The need to 
establish a project website to facilitate interaction beyond the workshop was also mentioned. 
 
Responses from Professor Mohan Rao 
• Classification of dimensions into clusters can be done in many different ways; the 
clustering adopted is by no means unique.  
• It is intended that the research is needs based. We are relying on the bibliography 
and on answers from researchers. But how to set priorities is a difficult and yet fundamental 
question. All aspects of food security have been researched. How to account for the surplus 
of research that is needed to address persistent problems? There are tree criteria to apply 
for deciding on research priorities: i) criticality of the issue in question; ii) what is already 
known on the issue; iii) the political agenda that prevails. Is there a yardstick of prioritization? 
We are not planning to move in this way, but to inform those who have to carry out this 
prioritization, i.e., the policy makers. In this way, the question boils down to the 
implementation gap between research and policy making. The National Food Policy and the 
MDGs provide guidance on the priority set by the policy makers. NFPCSP will pay close 
attention to these issues because its aim is to inform decision makers.  
• NFPCSP’s focus on socio-economic research and its implications for further scientific 
research without restricting to either basic or applied research. 
• In the interview process, individuals or groups from the same institutions were 
considered.  The NFPCSP will promote collaborations among individuals and groups of 
researchers sharing the same research interests.  
• The term ‘physical access’ is a category inherited from the World Committees on 
Food Security. Both market access and non-market access include physical access,. 
Physical access should also consider the disabled, which will be specifically considered into 
one of the clusters. 
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• The issue of increasing household level access to nutrition is reflected under the 
entire dimension of Utilization and Nutrition, while the yield gap issue is covered under 
production and availability. The development or updating of food composition tables is 
another priority.  
• No bibliography is ever exhaustive. The bibliographic search was confined to the 
period 1999-2006 and the coverage will be subsequently extended up to the last 30 years.  
The bibliographic search does not include unpublished and working papers, but efforts to do 
so will be made to the extent possible. The bibliography will also be extended in space, to 
include international institutions that are doing research on food security in Bangladesh.  
 
Response from Mr. Kostas Stamoulis  
• FAO has a large programme on the ‘right to food’, which is in line with the UN 
normative and legal framework of international human rights. The right to adequate food and 
to be free from hunger is contained in the Article 11 of the International Convention on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). There is a need for an improved 
understanding of what the implications of this right are.   
 
Additional Responses from Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, CTA NFPCSP 
• Two clearly divergent views have emerged from the debate. On the one side there is 
the need to be more rigorous and selective on the quality. On the other side the need be 
more inclusive and promote participation of non specialists has been highlighted too. In 
formulating the project these divergent needs lead to the distinction between the Challenge 
Fund and the Research Programme Fund. The former is for smaller funds intended to allow 
the inclusion of a wider range of civil society organisations, while the latter is for larger 
amounts and is targeted to more specialized institutions.   
• Involving the poor and their needs in the research program is a key concern of the 
project NGOs are encouraged to work as a channel to involve the poor. For example, NGOs 
are encouraged to apply to the CF to obtain resources for identifying, describing and 
formulate options for scaling up success stories in fighting hunger and poverty.  
• The dichotomy between inclusion of all stakeholders and selectivity for quality 
research cannot be solved once and for all and the NFPCSP and particularly the RGP 
should make all efforts to strike an acceptable balance. 
• The NFPCSP is planning to establish a website where all background materials on 
the assessment carried out and the bibliography can be made available together with the 
guidelines to apply for research grants.  
 
Concluding Remarks from the Chair 
Mr. Kostas Stamoulis summed up the session, noting that the presentations were very 
informative and the discussion that followed was very lively. He thanked the presenters and 
the participants for taking active part in the open discussion. The valuable suggestions and 
comments given by the participants will be given due consideration in the preparation of the 
Research Needs Digest and in the awarding process of the research grants. He stressed 
that he was highly impressed with the day's proceedings and reiterated his firm belief that 
Bangladesh has the potentialities to achieve MDG goal 1, i.e. to half hunger and malnutrition 
by 2015. 
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Annex 1. Programme of the workshop  
 
Date:     29 November 2006     
Venue:   CIRDAP (17 Topkhana Road, Dhaka 1000) 
Time:   09 00 hrs to 13 00 hrs 
 
 
09 00~09 45 Arrival and Registration 
09 45~09 50 Guests take seats 
 
 
Session I:   Inaugural Session, Chair: Dr. Selina Ahsan, Director General, FPMU, 

MoFDM  
 
09:50 ~ 9:55 Recitation from the Holy Quran   
09:55 ~ 10:00  Welcome address by Mr. Ruhul Amin, Deputy Chief, FPMU, MoFDM 
10:00 ~ 10:15 Workshop Objectives and Research Component of NFPCSP by Mr. Ciro 

Fiorillo, CTA, NFPCSP 
10:15 ~ 10:25  Address by Special Guest Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in 

Bangladesh 
10:25 ~ 10:35 Address by Chief Guest Mr. Ehsan-ul-Fattah, Secretary, MoFDM 
10:35 ~ 10:45 Address by Chair Dr. Selina Ahsan, Director General (Additional Secretary), 

FPMU, MoFDM 
 
10:45 ~ 11 00: Tea  

 
 

Session II:   Technical Session, Chair: Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Chief, ESAE, FAO, HQ, 
Rome, Italy 

 
11:00 ~ 11:15 The Research Grants Award Initiative and Process by Mr. Nur A. Khondaker, 

RGA, NFPCSP 
11:15 ~ 12:00 Research Needs Assessment: Methodology and Preliminary Findings by 

Professor Mohan Rao, Consultant, FAO 
12:00 ~ 13:15 Open Discussion 
13:15 ~ 13:30 Summary of the Discussion and Closing Remarks by Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, 

Chief, ESAE, FAO 
 
 
 
13 00~  Lunch 
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Annex 2: List of Participants  
 
GOVERNMENT  
 
• MINISTRY OF FOOD AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT  
 Bangladesh Secretariat, Building No. 4 
 Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh 
 
1. Mr. S M Abul Kalam Azad 
 Senior Assistant Secretary 
 
2. Mr. Ehsan ul Fattah 
 Secretary 
 
3. Mr. Md. Rashedul Hasan 
 Senior Assistant Secretary 
 
4. Mr. Md Monwar Hossain 
 Senior Assistant Chief 
 
5. Mr. Md. Khandakar Murad Hossain 
 Deputy Chief 
 
6. Mr. Md. Muslim Khan 
 Assistant Secretary 
 
7. Mr. Siddiqur Rahman 
 Deputy Secretary 
 
8. Mr. Subrata Sikdar 
 Senior Assistant Secretary 
 
9. Mr. Md. Lutfor Rahman Tarafdar 
 Senior Assistant Chief 
 
 
• FPMU 
 Ministry of Food and Disaster Management 
 Building No. 4,  Bangladesh Secretariat 
 Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh 
 
10. Ms. Shoheli Shirin Ahmed 
 Research Director / Deputy Secretary 
 
11. Dr. Selina Ahsan 
 Director General/Additional Secretary 
 
12.  Mr. Md. Mojahed Ali 
 PO to DG 
 
13. Mr. Feroz Al Mahmud 
 Additional Director 
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14. Mr. Md. Ruhul Amin 
 Deputy Chief / Research Director 
 
15. Ms. Ferdousi Ara 
 Additional Director 
 
16. Mr. Mostafa Faruq Al Banna 
 Additional Director 
 
17. Mr. Naser Uddin Chowdhury 
 PA to RD (Policy) 
 
18. Mr. Md. Naser Farid 
 Assistant Chief 
 
19. Mr. Md Abul Hasem 
 Research Officer 
 
20. Mr. Syed Amdadul Huq 
 Additional Director 
 
21. Hajiqul Islam 
 Assistant Chief 
 
22.  Md. Serajul Islam 
 PA to RD (E.W) 
 
23. Ms Alima Nusrat Jahan 
 Research Officer 
 
24.  Mr. Md. A. Kahhar  
 Stenotypist 
 
25. Mr. Md. Abdul Khaleque 
 Research Director (Nutrition) / Deputy Secretary 
 
26. Mr. Md. Ismail Mia 
 Research Officer 
 
27.  Mr. Prodip Kumar Pal 
 PO to Mr Khaleque 
 
28.  Mr. S. K. Raha 
 Administrative Officer 
 
29. Mr. Md. Mahbubur Rahman 
 Additional Director 
 
30. Mr. Md. Harunur Rashid  
 Administrative Officer 
 
31. Mr. Md. Ruhul Amin Talukder 
 Additional Director 
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• DIRECTORATE GENERAL FOOD 
 Ministry of Food and Disaster Management 
 Khaddya Bhaban 
 16, Abdul Ghani Road, Dhaka 1000 
 
32. Mr. Md Badruzzaman 
 Director 
 
33. Mr. Md Abdul Halim 
 Director 
 
34. Mr. Md Badrul Hasan 
 Director 
 
35. Mr. Md. Zahid Hossain 
 Director General 
 
36. Mr. Md Rofiqul Islam Mojumder 
 Director 
 
37. Mr. Nitai Sen 
 Director 
 
 
• RELIEF AND REHABILITATION 
 Ministry of Food and Disaster Management 
 92-93 Mohakhali C/A 
 Dhaka 1212 
 
38. Mr. Enamul Bari 
 Director 
 
39. Mr. Md Jahangir Hossain 
 Director (VGD) 
 
40. Mr. A.K.M. Jahangir 
 Director General 
 
41. Mr. G.M. Mansur Rahman 
 Director (FFW) 
 
 
• DISASTER MANAGEMENT BUREAU 
 Ministry of Food and Disaster Management 
 Disaster Management and Relief Bhaban (4th floor) 
 92-93 Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka 1212 
 
42. Mr. B. M. Enamul Hoque 
 92-93 Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka 1212 
 
43. Mr. Md. Hafizur Rahman 
 Director 
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44. Mr. Nishit Kumar Sarkar 
 Director 
 
 
• MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN’S AFFAIRS 
 Bangladesh Secretariat  
 Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh 
 
45. Dr. Nurul Quadir 
 Deputy Secretary 
 
 
• MINISTRY OF PLANNING 
 Sher-e-Bangla Nagar 
  Dhaka 1207, Bangladesh 
 
46. Mr. Amulya Kumar Debnath 
 Director, IMED Division  
 
 
• MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
 Sher-e-Bangla Nagar 
 Dhaka 1207, Bangladesh 
 
47. Mr. Md. Alauddin Fokir 
 Deputy Secretary, Finance Division 
 
48. Ms. Umme Fatima Sufia Khanam 
 Deputy Secretary 
 
49. Mr. Salahuddin Mahmud 
 Deputy Secretary (UN-2), Economic Relations Division 
 
50. Mr. Md. Mizanul Haque 
 Assistant Chiefm, Economic Relations Division 
 
 
• MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FOREST 
 Bangladesh Secretariat 
 Dhaka 1000 
 
51. Mr. Qamar Munir 
 Deputy Secretary 
 
 
• MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND COOPERATIVES 
 Bangladesh Secretariat 
 Dhaka 1000 
 
52. Ms. Mahbuba Farjana 
 Senior Assistant Secretary, Local Government Division 
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• MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
 Bangladesh Secretariat 
 Dhaka 1000 
 
 
53. Mr. Mashiur Rahman 
 Senior Assistant Chief (Planning) 
 
54. Mr. Nirmol Kumar Halder 
 Assistant Chief (Policy Section-1) 
 
 
• MINISTRY OF FISHERIES AND LIVESTOCK 
 Bangladesh Secretariat 
 Dhaka 1000 
 
55. Mr. Md. Harun or Rashid 
 Assistant Chief (Planning Cell) 
 
 
• MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE 
 Bangladesh Secretariat 
 Dhaka 1000 
 
56. Mr. Mohammed Saifur Rahman 
 Assistant Chief 
 
 
• MINISTRY OF ESTABLISHMENT 
 Bangladesh Secretariat 
 Dhaka 1000 
 
57. Mr. Md. Sirajur Islam 
 Deputy Secretary 
 
 
 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
 
58. Mr. Eshaque Ali 
 Secretary (In-charge), Bangladesh National Nutrition Council 
 House # 202, Road # 6, Mohammadi Housing Ltd., Mohammadpur, Dhaka 1207 
 
59. Mr. M.A. Bari 
 Director, Field Service Wing, Department of Agriculture Extension 
 Khamarbari, Farmgate, Dhaka 1215 
 
60. Mr. Motahar Hossain Chowdhury 
 Agriculture Information Service 
 Khamarbari, Dhaka 1215 
 
61. Dr. Md. Asirul Hoque 
 Implementation Specialist, National Nutrition Project 
 House # 46, Road # 5, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
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62. Mr. Md. Sirajul Islam 
 Director 
 Department of Agricultural Marketing 
 Khamarbari, Front Building (4th floor), Dhaka 1215 
 
63. Mr. Habibur Rob Majumder 
 Deputy Director 
 Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (BSTI) 
 Maan Bhaban 
 116/A, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka 1208 
 
64. Mr. Md. Safiqur Rahman 
 Director (Standards) 
 Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (BSTI) 
 Maan Bhaban 
 116/A, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka 1208 
 
65. Ms. Salima Sultana 
 Deputy Director, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 
 Ministry of Planning, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka 1207 
 
66. Mr. Md Jashim Uddin 
 Deputy Director (Export), Bangladesh Agricultural Development Corporation (BADC) 
 Zia International Airport, Dhaka 1229 
 
67. Dr. Rahim Uddin 
 Director 
 Plant Protection Wing 
 Department of Agriculture Extension 
 Khamarbari, Farmgate, Dhaka 1215 
 
 
 
RESEARCH INSTITUTES 
 
68. Dr. M Abdul Aziz 
 Director, Bangladesh Sericulture Research and Training Institute (BSRTI) 
 Rajshahi 
  
69. Dr. M. Asaduzzaman 
 Research Director, Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS) 
 E-17 Agargaon, Sher-e- Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh 
 
70. Dr. Md. Abul Quasem,  
 Senior Research Fellow (Retd.), Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS) 
 House # 2/1A, Road # 11, South Bishil, Mirpur-1, Dhaka 1216 
 
71. Dr. Md. Abdur Razzaque 
 Member Director (Crops), Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC) 
 Airport Road, Farmgate, Dhaka 1215 
 
72. Dr. Md. Ismail Hossain Mia 
 Member Director (AERS), Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC) 
 Airport Road, Farmgate, Dhaka 1215 
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73. Dr. Md. Moslem Uddin Miah 
 Director (Nutrition), Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC) 
 Airport Road 
 Farmgate, Dhaka 1215 
 
74. Mr. Anwar Iqbal 
 Member Director (P & E), Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC) 
 Airport Road, Farmgate, Dhaka 1215 
  
75. Mr. Farid Uddin Ahmed 
 Member Director (NRM), Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC) 
 Airport Road, Farmgate, Dhaka 1215 
 
76. Mr. M A Samad Talukdar 

Director (Technology Transfer) Retd., Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) 

 Airport Road, Farmgate, Dhaka 1215 
 
77. Dr. Md. Ismail Hossain 
 Member Director (AERS), Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC) 
 Airport Road, Farmgate, Dhaka 1215 
 
78. Dr. S M Khorshed Alam 
 Principal Technical Officer (PTO), Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC) 
 Airport Road, Farmgate, Dhaka 1215 
 
79. Dr. Syed Jainul Abedin 
 Senior Scientific Officer (TTMU), Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC) 
 Airport Road, Farmgate, Dhaka 1215  
 
80. Ms Sultana Razia 
 Chief Scientific Officer (NRM), Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC) 
 Airport Road, Farmgate, Dhaka 1215 
 
81. Dr. B A A Mustafi 
 Director (Research), Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) 
 Joydebpur, Gazipur 
  
82. Dr. M Mohabbat Ullah 
 SSO, OFRD, Bangladesh Agriculture Research Institute (BARI) 
 Joydebpur, Gazipur 
 
83. Mr. M. Harun-ur-Rashid 
 Director (TRC), Bangladesh Agriculture Research Institute (BARI) 
 Joydebpur, Gazipur 
 
84. Dr. Mesbaul Alam 

Chief Scientific Officer, Agricultural Economics Division, Bangladesh Agriculture 
Research Institute (BARI) 

 Joydebpur, Gazipur 
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85. Mr. Jamal Uddin 

Principal Scientific Officer, On-Farm Research Division, Bangladesh Agriculture 
Research Institute (BARI) 

 Bandarban, Bangladesh 
 
86. Dr. M A Hamid 
 Director General, Bangladesh Institute of Nuclear Agriculture (BINA) 
 Mymensingh, Bangladesh 
 
87. Mr. M A Wahed 
 Scientist & Head, Nutritional Biochemistry, ICDDR,B 
 GPO Box 128, Dhaka-1000 
 
88. Dr. Naimuddin Chowdhury 
 Bangladesh Agriculture Research Institute (BARI) 
 Joydebpur, Gazipur. 
 
89. Mr. Md. Mohabbat Ullah 
 Bangladesh Agriculture Research Institute (BARI) 
 Joydebpur, Gazipur, Bangladesh 
 
90. Md. Md. Abul Quasem 
 Former Seniour Research Fellow, BIDS 
 Dhaka 
 
 
 
UNIVERSITIES 
 
91. Prof. Kamal Uddin Ahamed 
  Department of Crop Botany, Sher-E-Bangla Agricultural University 
  Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka 1207 
 
92. Ms Shaheen Ahmed 

Former Principal and Head, Department of Food and Nutrition, Home Economics 
College 

  Azimpur, Dhaka 1000 
 
93. Dr. Md. Hazrat Ali 
  Professor, Department of Agronomy, Sher-E-Bangla Agricultural University 
  Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka 1207 
 
94. Prof. Md Hussain Bhuiyan 

Professor, Department of Agricultural Extension, Sher-E-Bangla Agricultural 
University 

  Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka 1207 
 
95. Dr. Parimal Kanti Biswas 
  Chairman, Department of Agronomy, Sher-E-Bangla Agricultural University 
  Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka 1207 
 
96. Dr. M Sahidur Rashid Bhuiyan 
  Director, SAU Agricultural Research System, Sher-E-Bangla Agricultural University 
  Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka 1207 
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97. Mr. Md. Abdul Ghani, Ph.D 
  Executive Director, Center for Research and Development (CRD) 
  Eastern University, House 15/2, Road 3, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
98. Professor M. Anwar Hossain 
  Dean of the Faculty of Biological Sciences 
  University of Dhaka, Ramna, Dhaka 1000 
 
99. Dr. M. Mofazzal Hossain 

Professor, Department of Horticulture, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
Agricultural University 

  Salna, Gazipur - 1706 
 
100. Dr. Md. Tofazzal Islam 

Associate Professor, School of Agriculture and Rural Development, Bangladesh 
Open University 

  Gazipur-1705 
 
101. Professor Rezaul Karim 
  Professor, Institute of Nutrition and Food Science 
  University of Dhaka, Ramna, Dhaka 1000 
 
102. Prof. Dr Zulfikar Rahman 

Head, Department of Agricultural Extension Education, Bangladesh Agricultural 
University 

  Mymensingh, Bangladesh 
 
103. Dr. Abu Sadeque Md. Selim 
  Assistant Professor (Animal Science), School of Agriculture and Rural Development 
  Bangladesh Open University, Gazipur-1705.  
 
 
 
MISSION/UN/DONOR/ INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 
 
104. Dr. Md. Ferdous Alam, Ph.D 

National Economic Access Advisor, National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening 
Programme 

 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
105. Mr. K.M. Mostafa Anwar 
 National Project Coordinator, Quality Management System Component 
 Bangladesh Quality Support Programme, UNIDO 
 BSTI Bhaban (3rd Floor), 116/A, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka 1208 
 
106. Ms. Manisha Biswas 
 ACTION AID 
 House # 8, Road # 136, Gulshan 1, Dhaka 
 
107. Ms. Lalita Bhattacharjee Ph.D 
 Nutritionist, National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme 
 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
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108. Ms. Nathalie M. Bouche Ph.D 
 Economist, National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme 
 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
109. Ms. Marie Jo A. Cortijo Ph.D 
 Socio Economist, National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme 
 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
110. Mr. Subash Dasgupta, Ph.D 

Assistant FAO Representative (Programme), Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) of the United Nations 

 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
111. Mr. Amin Ferdous 
 Computer Manager, National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme 
 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
112. Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, Ph.D 

Chief Technical Adviser and Team Leader, National Food Policy Capacity 
Strengthening Programme 

 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
113. Ms. Marcellina Gomes 
 Secretary, National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme 
 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
114. Mr. Abul Hossain 

Agricultural Extension Coordinator, Local Partnership for Urban Poverty Alleviation 
Project, FAO 

 RDEC Building, Level 8, LGRD, Agargaon, Dhaka 1207, Bangladesh 
 
115. Mr. M. Enamul Huq 

National Project Administrator, National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening 
Programme 

 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
116. Mr. Md Mofizul Islam 
 IFDC- International Centre for Soil Fertility and Agricultural Development 
 Road # 54 A, House # 2, Apt # 6, Gulshan 2, Dhaka 1212 
 
117. Mr. Kristian Thor Jakobsen 
 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 Rome, Italy 
 
118. Mr. Rick Johnston 
 WES Section, UNICEF 
 BSL Office Complex, Sheraton Hotel, Dhaka 
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119. Mr. Abdul Kader 
 MO, NSP, Helen Keller International 
 House 340, Road 5, DOHS, Baridhara, Dhaka 
 
120. Mr. Nur Ahmed Khondaker, Ph.D 

National Research Grant Administrator, National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening 
Programme 

 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
121. Mr. M A Faiz Kutubi 
 Senior Monitoring Specialist, Winrock International 
 House 2, Road 23A, Gulshan 1, Dhaka 
 
122. Mr. Vianney Labe 
 Programme Manager-Food Security, European Commission 
 Plot 7, Road 84, Gulshan 2, Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh 
 
123. Mr. M A Hamid Miah, Ph.D 
 IRRI Liaison Scientist for Bangladesh, International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) 
 104 Masjid Road, DOHS, Banani, Dhaka 1213 
 
124. Ms. Usha Mishra 
 World Food Programme (WFP) 
 IDB Bhaban, E/8-A, Rokeya Sharani, Dhaka 
 
125.  Ms. Sharmin Naseem 
 Finance Assistant, National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme 
 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
126. Mr. Mahbub Parvez 

Data Management Assistant, National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening 
Programme 

 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
127. Ms. Loretta Payne 
 International Development Enterprises 
 House 92/A, (Ground Floor), Masjid Road, Old DOHS, Banani, Dhaka 
 
128. Prof. Mohan Rao 

Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, University of Singapore and Advisor for 
Research Needs Assessment 
National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme, Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 

 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
 
129. Mr. Shaikh Abdus Sabur, Ph.D 
 Availability Advisor, National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme 
 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations 
 House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 
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130. Mr. Arun Kumar Saha 
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Annex 3: Welcome Address by Mr. Md. Ruhul Amin, Deputy Chief (Market 
Monitoring and Public Food Operation Planning), FPMU 
 
Assalamu Alaikum 
 
Honourable Chairman, Dr. Selina Ahsan, Director General and Additional Secretary, Ministry 
of Food and Disaster Management 
Honourable Chief Guest, Mr. Ehsan-ul-Fattah, 
Secretary, Ministry of Food and Disaster Management 
Special Guest, the FAO Representative in Bangladesh Mr. Ad Spijkers  
Representative from Our Development Partners EC and USAID 
Representative from International Organisations and NGOs and Government Officials, 
Chief Technical Advisor of NFPCSP 
Chief Agriculture Sector in Economic Development Service (ESAE), FAO HQ, Rome 
Dear Colleagues 
Distinguished Participants 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Good Morning to all 
 
I wish to welcome you all to this Consultative Workshop on Informed Policy Making for Food 
Security: Assessing Research Needs and Awarding Research Grants. 
 
Food is the one of the most important elements of the basic needs of human beings. As a 
result, the prime objective of the Government of Bangladesh is to create a situation where 
there will be no hunger in the society.  
  
In Bangladesh, production of food grains has increased from 15 million metric tons to 30 
million metric tons within two decades. Yet, there are still large segments of the population 
who face acute shortage of food. Presently, there are about 3 million people living in extreme 
poverty. About 45% of the population of Bangladesh lives below the poverty line of 2122 Kilo 
calories per person per day. 
 
The National Food Policy was therefore formulated in order to establish a workable food 
security system in the country. The National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening 
Programme has been initiated to assist Bangladesh in implementing a comprehensive, 
equitable, gender-sensitive and pro-poor national policy in line with the Word Summit target 
of halving the number of undernourished people and the Millennium Development Goal of 
halving hunger by 2015.   
 
This programme is implemented jointly by the Food Planning and Monitoring Unit (FPMU) 
under the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management, the government of the People's 
Republic of Bangladesh and the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), with financial 
assistance of the European Commission (EC) and the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID).  
 
Meeting the National Food Policy overarching goal of ‘ensuring food security for all people at 
all times’ calls for vigorous research on Food Policy and food security issues, including 
availability of food, economic, physical and social access to food, as well as utilization of 
food for nutrition. More research is also needed on those dimensions that cut across all food 
policy and food security issues, such as gender, governance, environment, and physical and 
social infrastructure. 
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Sound policy-making decisions taken on the basis of proper information are more desirable 
than decision taken on an uninformed basis. Research is thus a critical tool for informing 
decision-making processes.  
 
As part of its Research Grants Initiative, the National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening 
Programme is currently concluding a Research Needs Assessment among a broad range of 
food stakeholders in Bangladesh to identify research priorities for food security. Today, the 
preliminary findings of this exercise will be presented to us. I trust that this workshop will 
provide a dynamic platform to discuss findings as well as to gather additional views from a 
broad audience.   
 
Our Chief Guest Mr. Ehsan–ul-Fattah, Secretary, Ministry of Food and Disaster 
Management, is honouring us with his presence in this very important event. 
 
I wish to thank all of you in advance for your contributions to the fruitful discussions that I am 
sure will take place today. 
 
 
 
Annex 4. Address by Special Guest Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in 
Bangladesh 
 
Mr. Chairman (Madam Dr. Selina Ahsan; Director General, Food Planning Monitoring Unit 
and Additional Secretary), Ministry of Food and Disaster Management, Govt. of Bangladesh, 
 
Hon’ble Chief Guest (Mr. Ehsan-ul-Fattah, Secretary, Ministry of Food and Disaster 
Management, Govt. of Bangladesh), 
 
Representatives from the EC and USAID, other donors and International Organisations, 
Representative from government, non government and research organisation, 
Distinguished Participants  
Ladies and Gentlemen  
 
Good Morning 
 
It is a great pleasure for me to be present at this workshop as Special Guest and to have the 
opportunity to briefly address you. I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the 
distinguished participants from academic institutions, civil society and government agencies 
for taking part in this Workshop, which aims at stimulating a participatory debate on the 
needs for further research on food security issues and policies in Bangladesh. I would also 
like to express special gratitude to the European Commission and USAID for the continuous 
attention and support extended to FAO for implementing the National Food Policy Capacity 
Strengthening Program under which today workshop is taking place.  
 
As all of you know, the Rome Declaration that concluded the World Food Summit of 1996 
adopted a definition of Food Security according to which ‘Food security exists when all 
people, at all times, have access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary 
needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life’. The World Food Summit also 
indicated the ambitious objective of halving the number hungry people by 2015. 
 
In line with this objective and to contribute to the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goal (MDG), FAO has undertaken various activities. I would like to recall here 
the Special Programme for Food Security (SPFS) which is promoting effective solutions to 
the elimination of hunger, under nourishment and poverty through various projects in over 
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one hundred countries worldwide. The NFPCSP is part of a new form of intervention, which 
aims at strengthening the capacity of public institutions to fight hunger and malnutrition 
through the adoption of policy interventions based on technically sound information and 
analysis.  For this reasons, the NFPCSP is promoting the development of analytical and 
institutional capacities within the government as well as research and dialog on food policy in 
the civil society and between the government and the civil society. As you might already 
know, FAO is implementing this challenging project jointly with the Food Planning and 
Monitoring Unit of the Ministry of Food and Disasters Management.  
 
Since independence in 1971, Bangladesh has been spending considerable efforts to the 
achievement of food security, particularly through an impressive increase in food production. 
However, undernourishment has remained widespread, especially among women and 
children, and people continue to face difficulties in accessing food physically, socially and 
economically. 
I am very glad that, in order to face these challenges, the Bangladesh Government has 
adopted the National Food Policy on 14 August 2006. Now, it is very important to prepare an 
accurate Plan of Action to implement the National Food Policy. I am glad that the 
Government has established four Thematic Research Teams and a Food Policy Working 
Group to provide analytical support to the Food Planning and Monitoring Committee. Indeed, 
through these bodies it should be possible to activate the inter-ministerial collaboration that 
is needed for successfully implementing the National Food Policy, not only at the policy 
decision making level, but at the technical level as well.  
 
FAO is contributing to this undertaking through the National Food Policy Capacity 
Strengthening Programme (NFPCSP). The NFPCSP is extending training and technical 
support to the FPMU of the MoFDM and the other government agencies participating in the 
Thematic Research Teams for elaborating a Plan of Action that should guide the national 
food policy. The NFPCSP will also support the development of the capacity needed for 
monitoring and assessing the effectiveness of existing programs and for formulating 
complementary actions. We hope that in this way the best information and analytical support 
can be made available to policy makers to ensure success to their determination to fight 
hunger and malnutrition.  
 
Another main aim of the project is to promote widespread capacity in the civil society of 
Bangladesh to produce a continuous flow of quality research that can serve as useful 
scientific background for policy decision making. To this effect the project is promoting the 
elaboration of a Research Needs Digest (RND).  This can offer a broad reference for 
research useful to enhance food security in Bangladesh and, more specifically, should guide 
the identification of those research areas that can be financed under the NFPCSP through a 
process of competitive bids.  
 
This workshop is very important because it intends to present and debate the preliminary 
results of the consultations conducted so far among government, academic, civil society and 
cooperation agencies’ experts. We expect a substantive contribution from all the participants 
in such a way to enhance the quality of the Research Needs Digest in a participatory way.   
 
Let me conclude by thanking all those that have already contributed to the elaboration of the 
Research Need Digest. I wish that the NFPCSP will be able to make use of the contribution 
of all participants for promoting a renewed interest and new activities in Food Security 
research as needed for eradicating of hunger and malnutrition. 
 
I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to all the officials of the Ministry of Food and 
Disaster Management, particularly the Secretary of Food and Disaster Management and the 
Director General, FPMU for their all out support to bring the project to today’s stage.  
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I firmly believe that their support to the successful implementation of the project will continue 
in future and I want to assure that, from FAO side, we shall extend all possible cooperation. 
 
 
Annex 5. Address by the Chief Guest of the Inaugural Session, Mr. Ehsan–ul- 
Fattah, Secretary, Ministry of Food and Disaster Management 
 
- Honourable Chairman  
- Special Guest, the FAO Representative in Bangladesh, Mr. Ad Spijkers; 
- Our Partners from EC and USAID;  
- Representatives from international organisations, non governmental organisations 
and government 
- Chief Technical Advisor (CTA) of the National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening 
Programme, FAO; 
- Chief, ESAE, FAO HQ, Rome; 
- Dear Colleagues;  
- Distinguished Participants;  
- Ladies and Gentlemen; 
 
I have immense pleasure to be present here at today's workshop on Informed Policy Making 
for Food Security: Assessing Research Needs and Awarding Research Grants. 
 
This workshop is one of the series of events that have occurred and will continue to occur in 
the implementation of the National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme 
(NFPCSP), being implemented by the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management (MoFDM) 
in close collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations. 
While saying this, I do not undermine the importance of our partner Ministries who have 
active involvement in the implementation of the project, particularly through their participation 
in the Thematic Research Teams (TRTs) and in the Food Policy Working Group constituted 
over the past few months. 
 
The National Food Policy and the National Agricultural Policy promote attaining self-
sufficiency in grain as well as non-grain food crops. Although the role of increased food 
production for attaining food security should not be overemphasized due to the country's low 
income, recurrent natural calamities and increasing international prices of food commodities. 
Indeed, as we know, food security has three basic important dimensions: availability of food, 
access to food and utilization of food for nutrition. Although very important, by contributing to 
making food available, production represents only one aspect of food security. 
 
The latest figures from the government show cereal food production level for 2004-05 at 
27.35 million metric tons. However, although rice production has reached almost the self-
sufficiency level, production of other food crops is lagging behind. Among the non-cereal 
foods, 70% of the pulse requirement is imported and Bangladesh produces only 34% of its 
edible oil requirement. Estimation of requirement, demand and supply of other food items 
such as vegetables, fruits and pulses should be systematically carried out and all production, 
import and export policies should address these requirements in a planned and integrated 
manner. 
 
Lack of access to food is largely responsible for over 60 million people going hungry every 
day. This is primarily due to lack of purchasing power. Considerable intra-household 
disparity and discrimination in food consumption persists. Women and children are 
overwhelmingly malnourished in the specific context of Bangladesh. While average calorie 
intake slightly improved over the past years, the gain in overall nutritional intake has not 
been impressive and large scale malnutrition persists. Consumption of protein has remained 
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unchanged. Eighty percent of dietary energy supply of Bangladeshis still comes from cereal. 
The per capita consumption of fish, meat and egg fall far short of the requirement. The high 
consumption of cereals coupled with low intake of pulses and animal-based protein result in 
high levels of anaemia and other micronutrient deficiencies. 
 
The NFPCSP is doing a commendable job in strengthening the capacity of the FPMU and 
the related ministries of the government in analyzing food security issues, assisting in policy 
making and preparing the Plan of Action for improving the food security situation in the 
country. The project has already completed a Preliminary Intensive Training Programme 
(PITP) consisting of four courses and is currently organizing additional training activities in 
Bangladesh as well as abroad in a way so as to strengthen the analytical capacity of the 
personnel working in the FPMU and other related ministries of the government. 
 
Today's workshop is an important event and it addresses two major issues: assessing 
research needs and awarding research grants. The workshop will provide a platform for 
eliciting additional views from broader audience and discussing the preliminary findings of 
the research need assessment carried out so far in a wider perspective. It will also contribute 
to indicating research priorities to be considered for eligibility under the Research Grants 
Initiative of the Project.  
 
We expect that a good deal of research will be done by the professionals and civil society 
organisations (CSOs) under this initiative. I look forward to the findings of this research 
initiative that will provide valuable inputs in support of the formulation and implementation of 
the policies towards enabling improvement of the food security situation in the country.  
 
I expect today’s workshop to provide important inputs in this process, so as to be able to 
accomplish the objectives of the project and, more broadly, to support government 
determination to fight hunger and malnutrition. I wish all success to this workshop. Thank 
you very much and Allah Hafez. 
 
 
 
Annex 6. Chairperson’s Address by Dr. Selina Ahsan, Director General, FPMU 
and Additional Secretary Ministry of Food and Disaster Management and 
Chairperson of the Inaugural Session 
 
 
• Hon’ble Chief Guest, Mr. Ehsan-ul-Fattah, Secretary, MoFDM;  
• Our Partners from EC and USAID;  
• Special Guest, the FAO Representative in Bangladesh, Mr. Ad Spijkers; 
• Chief Technical Advisor (CTA) of the National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening 

Programme, FAO; 
• Chief, ESAE, FAO HQ, Rome; 
• Dear Colleagues;  
• Distinguished Participants;  
• Ladies and Gentlemen; 
 
Good Morning to all 
 
It is a pleasure for me to share my thoughts as Chair of the Inaugural Session of the 
Consultative Workshop on ‘Informed Policy Making for Food Security: Assessing Research 
Needs and Awarding Research Grants’.  I am extremely pleased and honoured to see such 
a large group of eminent experts and personalities representing the Government, Non 
Government Organisations, Research and Academia, Think Tanks, development 
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practitioners and the media, who are here today to participate in this very important 
workshop, which is a collaborative venture of the GoB-FAO-EC-USAID under the National 
Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme (NFPCSP). This workshop is the first one of 
the Research Needs Assessment activities which will be followed up with another workshop, 
expected to be held in February 2007, when the result of the activity will be presented in the 
form of a Research Need Digest.  
 
I would like to mention that NFPCSP has been assessing the needs for research that can 
support scientific based decision making by policy makers in line with government 
determination to pursue the Millennium Development Goals and World Food Summit 
objectives.  The preparation of a Research Needs Digest (RND) can be a reference for all 
researchers and serve as a basis for inviting research proposals under NFPCSP research 
grant award initiative.   
 
NFPCSP has carried out a research needs assessment survey over the past two months.  In 
undertaking this survey NFPCSP has consulted a range of stakeholders from civil society 
and government as well as from other development agencies. Central to this survey has 
been the need to enhance civil society’s participatory involvement in identifying action 
oriented research ideas, questions or topics on food policy and food security issues. These 
cover the main dimensions of food security, namely availability, access, and utilization for 
nutrition as well as cross cutting issues of gender, governance, and environment. This 
workshop is part of NFPCSP’s consultative process and I am pleased that many of our 
respondents are here to participate in the Workshop.   
 
The RND will contribute to the stock of knowledge available to the Food Policy Working 
Group (FPWG) and Thematic Research Teams (TRT) for providing fruitful services in 
support of the implementation of the National Food Policy. The Research Needs Digest will 
also facilitate the identification of analytical activities to be addressed by the FPWG/TRTs 
and by the Bangladesh research institutions in government and civil society.   
 
The RND is being prepared under the leadership of Professor Mohan Rao, an eminent 
expert working as FAO consultant under the NFPCSP, in collaboration with the team at 
NFPCSP.  Dr Mohan Rao is Professor from University of Massachusetts and Director of the 
Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore.  
 
We are fortunate to have Professor Rao’s expert inputs in the RND and in the related 
exercise aiming at elaborating a Benchmark Survey of Food Security research. Through the 
workshop platform we expect to elicit views from a broader audience and wider perspective. 
We believe that Professor Rao with his insights on the subject will contribute towards a true 
visionary reflection of the food security and policy related research needs for Bangladesh.  
 
I am confident that today’s meeting will serve to indicate priorities for research areas to be 
considered for research activities in the country and, more specifically, for eligibility under 
the research grant initiative. It will also be an occasion for participants to learn more about 
the opportunities available under the Programme Related Fund and Challenge Fund of the 
NFPCSP.  
 
The workshop objectives, agenda and programme are available in your folders. An   
important input expected from this workshop is the dialogue between government and civil 
society. From this collective brainstorming around the food security research needs together 
with the findings obtained we expect significant guidance for the identification of research 
issues that represent priorities for food security policies. This will add up to the results of the 
in-house discussions of the Technical Assistance Team and of the four Thematic Research 
Teams as well as to the consultations carried out over the past months in such a way to 
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identify a list of research priorities relevant to policy making in line with the National Food 
Policy.  
 
I am glad to gratefully acknowledge the financial support extended by EC and USAID 
through financing the NFPCSP, a GoB–UN collaborative programme jointly implemented by 
FPMU and FAO. On behalf of FPMU, I am thankful to FAO and the FAO Representative for 
the excellent technical support and enriching collaboration. I wish to express my gratitude to 
the heads of the partner ministries/agencies for their keen interest and valuable time given to 
participate in this workshop. I also very pleased that Mr Kostas Stamoulis, Chief of the ESAE 
Division, FAO HQ Rome is here with us to serve as Chair of the Technical Session. His 
presence at this Workshop is very valuable. Lastly, I am thankful to Professor Mohan Rao 
and the team for their efforts and inputs in this work.  
 
I do not wish to go on further, as we will be getting a wealth of inputs from our speakers, 
experts, resource persons and participants. We look forward to your active participation in 
contributing towards a consensus on identifying priority research areas in food policy and 
food security that realistically provide the views from a broad range of national stakeholders. 
We anticipate an active dialogue on the findings and different dimensions of the research 
needs assessment to match it in the context of current development in the field of food policy 
and food security research in Bangladesh. 
 
I thank you all for your kind presence in this workshop and particularly our Chief guest Mr. 
Fattah for kindly making time to be present here with us. I hope all of you will actively 
participate in the technical session and make the workshop a success.  
 
Thank you very much and Allah Hafez. 
 
 
 
Annex 7. List of Responding Institutions/ individuals for the Research Needs 
Assessment 
 
 
Agriculture and Economic Services Division, Bangladesh Agriculture Research Institute - Dr. 
Mesbaul Alam, Head 
 
Asian Development Bank - Dr. Shiva Lohani,  Education Expert Consultant  
 
Bangladesh Agriculture Research Council - Dr. Kazi Kamar Uddin, Member Director 
(Livestock) and Dr. Khabir Ahmed, Member Director (Fisheries) 
 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC) - Dr. Nurul Hoque Chowdhury, Ex-
Director (Grain Quality and Nutrition), BRRI and Ex-Member-Director 
 
Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh - Prof. Dr. Serajul Islam, Dean, Faculty of 
Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology 
 
Bangladesh Applied Nutrition and Human Resource Development Board (BAN-HRDB) -  
Mirza Altaf Hossain, Executive Director 
 
Bangladesh Bank - Kai-Khasru, General Manager, HRD 
 
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) - A. Rashid Sikder, Director 
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Bangladesh National Nutrition Council -  M. Eshaque Ali, Secretary in-Charge   
 
Bangladesh Open University - Dr. Abu Sadeque Md. Selim, Assistant Professor (Animal 
Science) 
 
Bangladesh Quality Support Programme (BQSP) - K.M. Mostafa Anwar, National Project 
Coordinator (QMS) 
 
BRAC, Research and Evaluation Division -  Dr. Imran Matin, Director/Dr. Ziauddin Hyder, 
Senior Research Fellow (on leave) 
 
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute, Joydebpur, Dhaka - Dr. B. A. A. Mustafi, Coordinator, 
Advanced Studies and Research 
 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (BSTI) - M. Shafiqur Rahman, Director 
(Standards) 
 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) - Mohammad Sariatullah 
 
CARE- Bangladesh - Mahbubul Islam Khan, Governance Coordinator 
 
Central Institute of Fisheries Education, Mumbai, India - Dr Dilip Kumar, Director 
 
Centre for Policy Dialogue - Dr Uttam Deb, Senior Research Fellow 
 
Consumers Association of Bangladesh (CAB) - Quazi Faruque, General Secretary 
 
Cornell University, USA - Dr. Craig A Meisner 
 
Dept. of Women’s Affairs, Ministry of Women & Children’s Affairs, Children Affairs, Food 
Security for Vulnerable Group Development Women and their Dependents Project, World 
Food Programme, European Commission - Dr. Monira Parveen, Nutrition Specialist 
 
Economic Relations Division, Planning Commission - Mizanul Haq, Assistant Chief 
 
European Commission - Vianney Labe, Food Security Advisor 
 
USAID - Walter Shepherd, Food for Peace Officer  
 
Faculty of Biological Sciences, Dhaka University - Dr. M. Anwar Hossain, Professor of 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, and Dean 
 
FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (FAO-RAP) -  Dr. Biplab K. Nandi, Senior Food 
and Nutrition Officer 
 
FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (FAO-RAP) -  Dr. David Dawe, Economist 
 
General Economics Division, Planning Commission - Dr Quazi Mesbahuddin Ahmed, 
Member 
 
Handicap International - Ms. Blandine Le Bourgeois, Country Director  
 
Helen Keller International - Dr. Asirul Hoque, Programme Adviser 
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Home Economics College - Professor Shaheen Ahmed, former Principal and Head, 
Department of Food and Nutrition 
 
ICDDR,B - M.A. Wahed, Biochemistry and Nutrition Division,  Chief 
 
IFDC- International Center for Soil Fertility and Agricultural Development - Md Mofizul Islam 
 
Institute of Food Science and Technology (IFST), Bangladesh Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research (BCSIR) - Dr. M. Z. H. Bhuiyan, Director/ 
 
Institute of Nutrition and Food Science, University of Dhaka - Professor Nazma Shaheen, 
Professor of Nutritional Biochemistry 
 
International Rice Research Institute, Bangladesh Office - Dr. M A Hamid Miah, IRRI Liaison 
Scientist for Bangladesh 
 
Local Government Engineering Department (LGED) - Mr. Saroj Kumar Sarker, Additional 
Chief Engineer 
 
Ministry of Agriculture - Nirmol Kumar Halder, Assistant Chief 
 
Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs - Mr. Sk. A. K. Motahar Hossain, Secretary 
 
Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock - Dr. Mohammad G. Sarwar, Joint Chief 
 
Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives, Local Government 
Division - Md. Moslehuddin, Senior Assistant Chief 
 
Ministry of Women and Children Affairs - Dr. Nurul Quadir, Deputy Secretary 
 
National Nutrition Programme, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare - Dr. Asirul Hoque, 
Implementation Specialist 
 
Palli Karma Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) - Mr. Fazlul Kader, General Manager 
 
Power and Participation Research Centre (PPRC) - Dr. Hossain Zillur Rahman, Executive 
Chairman 
 
Proshika, Impact Monitoring and Evaluation Cell - Dr Iqbal Alam Khan 
 
Save the Children Fund - Rafiqul Islam Sarkar 
 
Social Assistance and Rehabilitation for the Physically Vulnerable (SARPV) - Md. Shahidul 
Haque, Executive Director  
 
Thematic Research Team A - Syed Amdadul Huq, Additional Director, FPMU (Production 
and Availability) 
 
Thematic Research Team B - Ruhul Amin, Research Director, FPMU (Physical and Social 
Access) 
 
Thematic Research Team C - Md. Siddique Rahman, Research Director, FPMU (Policy, 
Research and Statistical Analysis)/Salima Sultana, Deputy Director, BBS 
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Thematic Research Team D - Mohammad A. Khaleque, Research Director, FPMU (Food 
Security and Nutrition Analysis) 
 
Unnayan Onneshan (Centre for Research and Action on Development) 
 
Unnayan Shamannay - Dr Atiur Rahman, Chairman 
 
World Food Programme - Usha Mishra, Senior Adviser, Strategic Planning, Policy and 
Advocacy  
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