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Summary
•	 Civil unrest and conflict continue to 

negatively affect the food security 
situation in various countries in the 
region. Food security remains fragile 
in Syria and Yemen where the conflict 
is ongoing.

•	 Crops harvest has been virtually 
completed in all the countries 
of the region. Increased harvest 
performance was recorded in all 
the countries in North Africa sub-
region due to favorable weather 
conditions during the past season. On 
the other hand, Lebanon, Syria and 
Iraq have witnessed below average 
performance due to irregular rain 
patterns, drought and outbreak of a 
new strain of yellow rust. 

•	 Imports of cereals are due to 
decrease for the next marketing year 
in Morocco, Algeria, and Egypt due 
to the increased crop output during 
the current season. Nevertheless food 
price inflation continues to increase 
in almost all of the countries of the 
region, due to the civil unrest and 
conflict in some countries and due to 
the global increases in world prices of 
commodities.

•	 FAO, along with other UN agencies, 
continues to work on responding to 
the emergencies in the region. FAO, 
through the Food and Livelihoods 
Cluster, is working on supporting 
the agricultural production sector 
in Libya through procuring fertilizers 
and agricultural inputs for small-
holder farmers as well as building the 
capacity of the National Transitional 
Council in the areas of agriculture 
policy and institutions. 

Food Security Situation in Crisis Areas
The ongoing conflict and civilian 
displacement in Libya continues to affect 
food production in various parts of the 
country, due to shortage in agricultural 
inputs and casual labor. Libya depends 
heavily on food imports which contributes 
about 86% of domestic food utilization. 
However food stocks have been rapidly 
depleting in the absence of secure 
replenishment pipelines, while water 
supply have been at risk due to fuel 
shortages and limited power. Various 
liberated regions such as Misurata and 
Nafusa Mountain have witnessed severe 
shortages of food and water during the 
past three months, and the areas of Bani 
Walid and Sert continue to suffer from 
acute food insecurity due to military 
operations and lack of electric power, 
fuel, water as well as food shortages.

In addition, the slow removal of 
international sanctions are impacting 
Libya’s capacity to access its assets 
abroad and sell oil products. This in turn 
hinders the replenishment of national 
food stocks and the payment of salaries. 
The lack of liquidity at household level is 
severely affecting  people’s ability to buy 
enough food and non food essentials 
including farm inputs like seeds, human 
labor, fertilizers and fuel. Banks have 
started to reopen, but liquidity, especially 
of foreign currencies remains low, 
triggering black market trade exchange 
of Libyan Dinars to US Dollars at a rate of 
1.45 rather than the official 1.25.

In Syria, food security situation for poor 
households remains precarious following 
ongoing political and social unrest. The 
continued current political and social 
unrest is affecting the economy of the 
country. Prices in the local markets have 
doubled for wheat, barley and maize 
over the period 2005-2010 due to pressure 
from international prices (See Fig.1 in 
Annex). The prices of these commodities 
have maintained stability over the last 
year, but have recently increased during 
the last two weeks of September due 
to import restrictions imposed by the 
government (See Fig. 2 Consumer Price 
Indices for Basic Foods in the Syrian Arab 
Republic). If the unrest persists, the impact 
on food prices due to military operations 
and disruptions in distribution channels 
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is estimated to substantially increase 
prices leading to severe localized 
shortages of food in main markets. 
The country  already hosts one of the 
largest urban refugee populations 
in the world, with nearly one million 
Iraqis. Most of these refugees have 
become even more vulnerable as a 
consequence of the protracted nature 
of their displacement and the effects 
of the global economic crisis that has 
driven up food and fuel prices and 
reduced remittances. Nonetheless, 
due to the continued political and 
security problems in Iraq, it is unlikely 
that these refugees will return to their 
home country any time soon.

Fig.2 Consumer Price Indices for Basic 
Foods in the Syrian Arab Republic

Source: Department of Trade and Prices, 
Central Bureau of Statistics, Syrian Arab 

Republic

The security situation remains volatile 
throughout Yemen. The civil unrest 
and armed conflict that swept the 
country in the last several months 
is a serious concern to the food 
security situation of the population, 
especially the poor. The price of wheat 
flour has almost doubled in the last 
month while aid distribution efforts 
have been hampered due to civil 
unrest and political uncertainty. The 
situation in northern Governorates of 
Sa’ada and Al-Jawf, where the risks 
for humanitarian workers are high, is 
particularly worrisome. The delivery 
of food and non food humanitarian 
aid has in fact often been suspended 
during last months, with negative 
consequences especially for most 
vulnerable households. In addition, 
recent violence in urban areas of 
Aden, Lahj and Abyan has displaced 
more than 60,000 persons.

Increasing civil insecurity coupled with 
the fuel shortages has led to disruptions 
in normal commercial activities, limiting 
labor opportunities and threatening 
agricultural and pastoral-based 
livelihood activities for poor households. 

Yemen imports roughly 93% of its 
cereal requirements, primarily from the 
southern port of Aden, making cereal 
supplies in most of Yemen particularly 
vulnerable to any market disruptions. 
This is likely to further deteriorate food 
security conditions for poor and middle 
income households who are already 
coping with high cereals prices.

The clashes and political unrest  have 
also severely disrupted poor  households 
(with limited labor opportunities) ability 
to access vital commodities, such as 
fuel, food, and water, which have led 
to livelihood venerability and limited 
labor opportunities. Without a reliable 
supply of fuel, essential services that 
ensure adequate food and water have 
been disrupted. According to USAID 
Famine Early Warning Systems Network 
(FEWS NET), compared to the same 
time last year, price of staple food in 
the capital city San’a in September 
have increased by 100% due to fuel 
shortages coupled with unpredictable 
disruptions in market networks.  

Overall in Yemen, about 7.2 million 
people (over 32% of households) 
are estimated to be food insecure of 
which about 2.7 million people are in a 
severe food insecurity situation. Highest 
rates of food insecure households 
are in Governorates of Sa’ada, Al-
Jawf, Hajja, Ibb and Al-Dhala, while 
countrywide rural areas have double 
the share of food insecure people if 
compared to urban areas.

In Tunisia, the influx of refugees and 
returnees (more than 280 000 people as 
of 7 August) has put additional pressure 
on food supplies and pushed prices of 
staple commodities high especially in 
the border camps. The majority of the 
refugees are Libyans, estimated at 
around 180 000. On the other hand, 
the Third Countries Nationals (TCNs) - 
mostly from Sub-Saharan Africa - are 
estimated at around 1 400 persons, 
as of early August, and are still  at 
border area within transitory sites. Due 
to increased stability at the Libya and 
as Tunisian laborers, the flow of Tunisian 
workers from Libya has reduced 
significantly. continued and as of 7 
August 2011 are estimated at about 79 
000 individuals. 

Winter Crop Harvest
Crop production in Libya has been 
negatively affected by lack of labor 
and inadequate availability of 
agricultural inputs. Harvesting of the 
winter cereals (mainly wheat and 
barley) has been virtually completed. 
However, the disruption of agricultural 
input supplies (i.e. seeds, animal  

feed and veterinary supplies), fuel 
availability, imports, and the departure 
of foreign workers are expected to 
result in reduced agriculture and 
livestock production. Inadequate 
of funds to finance the agricultural 
subsidy system, especially in western 
parts of the country, is also expected 
to further worsen the situation. It is 
likely that the reduced availability of 
agricultural inputs and the increase in 
their prices will have serious implications 
for the next planting season. Therefore, 
as of mid July, FAO together with the 
Libyan National Transitional Council 
(NTC) have agreed on a procurement 
plan for agricultural inputs to support 
farmers’ greenhouse vegetable 
production next October.

In Morocco 2011 cereal harvest has 
been good  following favorable 
weather condition. Harvesting of the 
2011 winter crops (wheat and barley) 
which has just been completed 
indicate increased production due to 
above the average, although delayed, 
rainfall during the growing season. 
Wheat output, estimated at more than 
6 million tons, is around 29% higher  
than last year’s crop and 36% higher 
than the past five-year average. (See 
Fig.3 North Africa Cereal Production)

Fig.3 North Africa Cereal Production 
(in million tons)

North Africa cereal production
(milion tonnes)

Wheat Coare grains Rice (paddy) Total cereals

2010   2011 2010   2011 2010   2011 2010   2011

change:

2011 /2010 (%)      2009   estim.   f'cast 2009   estim.   f'cast 2009   estim.   f'cast 2009   estim.   f'cast

Narth Africa 20.3  16.1  18.3 16.1  13.6   14.6 5.6     4.5     4.3 42.0   34.3   37.3 8.7

Algeria 3.6     3.1      3.1 2.5     1.6     1.6 -       -         - 6.1     4.7     4.7 0.0

Egypt 8.5     7.2      7.9 8.6     8.9      8.8 5.5     4.5     4.3 22.7   20.5   21.1 2.9

Morocco 6.4     4.9      5.9 4.0     2.8     3.3 -       -         - 10.4    7.7     9.3 20.8

Tunisia 1.7     0.8      1.3 0.9     0.3     0.7 -       -         - 2.5     1.1     2.0 81.8

Source: Global Information and Early 
Warning System (GIEWS), FAO

Similarly, in neighboring Algeria, the 
2010/11 harvest of winter cereals, 
mostly wheat and barley, is virtually 
complete with an estimated grain 
production of about  4.68 million 
Metric Tons, which is comparable to 
last year’s above average production 
but around 20% less than 2009 record 
harvest.

In Tunisia and Egypt, harvesting of 
2011 winter cereals (wheat and 
barley) has been completed in June 
under adequate climatic conditions. 
Abundant rains, especially in May, 
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boosted yields and improved crop 
prospects in main producing zones. 
Wheat production for Tunisia and 
Egypt in 2011 is estimated respectively 
at about 1.8 million tons, more than 
double last year’s drought-affected 
crop (See Fig.4Total Cereal Production 
and Imports in Tunisia), and 8.4 million 
tons, more than 16% higher than in 
2010 and about 6% higher than the 
average of the past five-years.

Fig.4 Total Cereal Production and 
Imports, Tunisia
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On the other hand, Lebanon, Syria 
and Iraq have faced a tough season. 
Lebanon’s aggregate production of 
the cereal crops is estimated at 134 
000 tons, about 18% below the last five 
years average. The poor performance 
was mainly due to reduced yields 
following the outbreak of a new and 
virulent strain of yellow rust. Meanwhile 
harvesting of the 2011 winter cereal 
crops is just ending in Syria and early 
estimates indicate a below average 
crop. The rainy season started three 
to four weeks late at the beginning 
of December and dry conditions 
persisted during the first three months 
of 2011 in most areas. Abundant 
rainfall in April somehow benefited the 
grain filling stage of the crops. Overall, 
the early forecast of the 2011 wheat 
and barley production is put at about 
4 million tons, about 9% below last 
year. Production prospects in Iraq are 
still uncertain because, despite some 
recent beneficial rainfall in northern 
rain-fed areas, the season has been 
characterized by late and erratic 
rains which negatively affected crop 
planting and establishment especially 
in key producing governorate of 
Ninevah. In southern and central 
irrigated areas, crops often suffered 
the lack of adequate and timely 
irrigation due to reduced water level in 

main rivers Euphrates and Tigris as well 
as the high soil salinity.

Planting of 2011 crops has started 
in Yemen under normal weather 
conditions. Land is being prepared 
for 2011 sorghum, maize and millet 
crops due for harvest from September, 
while sowing of 2011 wheat, barley 
and pulses crops is underway under 
generally normal weather conditions. 
Reflecting favorable rainfall, above-
average plantings and adequate 
availability of agricultural inputs and 
irrigation, aggregate production of 
cereals in 2011 is estimated to be 
higher than the last five years average, 
though distribution and trade remain a 
major concern for farmers.

Markets and Trade
The crisis in Libya has increased the 
inflation rate due to food shortages. 
According to the Economist Intelligence 
Unit, the annual inflation rate in Libya 
is expected to rise to an average of 
at least 6.1% compared to the 2.5% 
registered in 2010. Higher international 
food and non oil commodity prices are 
expected to further exacerbate the 
situation increasing the cost of food 
imports. However, inflation may be 
mitigated by the shortage of local and 
foreign currency.

Morocco is a food-deficit country 
where agricultural production 
fluctuates markedly from year to 
year due to weather variations. 
Following a record crop in 2009, wheat 
production dropped by 24% in 2010 
due to insufficient soil moisture at 
planting and subsequent erratic rains 
in the main growing areas. As a result, 
cereal imports increased significantly 
in the marketing year 2010/11 (June/
May) to about 6 million tons, some 
30% above 2009/10, according to the 
Moroccan National Office of Cereals 
and Vegetables. Wheat import 
requirements in Morocco expected 
to decline in 2011/12 (June-May) 
marketing year due to the good crop 
harvest in June and July.

In spite of the country’s high import 
dependency rate, the changes in 
international prices have had limited 
impact so far on domestic prices due 
to government interventions. The 
Moroccan government took several 
policy measures to limit the impact of 
high international prices on consumers, 
including the establishment of an 
import restitution scheme. According 
to GIEWS, as of June 2011, and 
despite the boost in production, the 
Government increased the farm gate 
price of wheat from 280 DH to 290 DH 

per quintal. In July 2011, the year-on-
year inflation rate in the food sector 
was estimated at moderate 3.1%.

On the other hand, high international 
food prices did not translate into high 
inflation rate nationally in Tunisia. Given 
the good prospects from the 2011 crops 
harvest in June, import requirements 
for the current 2011/12 marketing year 
are anticipated to be lower than the 
previous marketing year. Domestic 
prices have been kept stable due 
to interim Government intervention 
aimed at increasing subsidies on basic 
food items. The inflation rate in the 
food sector remained mostly stable in 
the first half of 2011. In July, the year-
on-year inflation rate in the food sector 
was around 3%.

Mauritania, a food-deficit country 
where agricultural production 
fluctuates markedly from year to year 
due to weather variations, has been 
affected by rise in global and regional 
prices. Domestic cereals production 
in Mauritania only covers one third of 
the national utilization requirement in 
a normal year. The country is highly 
dependent on imports of coarse 
grains (millet and sorghum) from its 
neighbors, Senegal and Mali, as well as 
wheat purchased on the international 
market. Food prices are therefore a 
key factor to access to food by the 
majority of the Mauritanian people. 
Prices of millet and sorghum have been 
mostly stable following good harvests 
in neighboring countries during the last 
season. However, the recent sharp rise 
in international food prices, notably 
of wheat, maize, sugar and oils, has 
led to high inflationist pressure on the 
domestic food market eroding the 
purchasing power of urban and rural 
consumers. High wheat prices are 
affecting marginalized and vulnerable 
households access to food.

The food import bill is also set to increase 
in Algeria, which relies heavily on 
wheat imports from the international 
market to cover its consumption 
needs. Cereal imports are expected 
to be higher in 2010/11 due to last 
year’s reduced crop. According to 
official sources, the wheat imports 
during the first half of 2011 increased 
by 35% compared to the same period 
last year. The year-on-year inflation 
rate in June 2011 was 2.4% in the food 
sector and 6.4% in the cereal sector. 
The food price inflation rate followed 
a moderate downward trend after 
the first trimester of 2011. According 
to official data, the food commodities 
which experienced the highest yearly 
price increases as of June 2011 were 
fish and meat (about 49% and 5% 
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respectively), whereas the price of 
fruits and sweets decreased over the 
same period by about 18% and 9%, 
respectively. In order to meet the 
expected increase in demand during 
the month of Ramadan (August), the 
Government increased wheat quotas 
supplied to mills by 10%, following the 
increase from 50% to 60% earlier this 
year.

In Iraq, wheat imports have slightly 
decreased in 2010/11. According to 
GIEWS, The cereal import requirements 
in marketing year 2010/11 are estimated 
at 4.7 million tons, including about 3.4 
million tons of wheat and 1.2 million 
tons of rice. Prices remain volatile as 
political and security instability persist, 
continuing the vulnerability of poor 
households as remittances dwindle as 
the crisis in Syria evolves.

Egypt’s wheat import requirements are 
expected to reduce slightly in 2011/12 
(July/June) marketing year. Egypt is 
the world’s largest wheat importer, 
importing an estimated 10 million tons 
in the just finished 2010/11 (July/June) 
marketing year, a level comparable 
to the average of the previous two 
years. The increase in international 
wheat prices added substantially to 
the national food import bill in the 
Government’s expenditure on the 
bread subsidy program. The bulk 
of the country’s wheat imports in 
2010/11 were supplied from alternative 
sources (including the US and France) 
than Russia following its export ban. 
Following the removal of Russia’s wheat 
export ban in July 2011, Egypt began 
importing cheaper Russian-grown 
wheat. Given the good production 
prospects and cheaper wheat imports 
from Russia, the national food import 
bill for the current marketing year 
is anticipated to be lower than the 
previous year. However, the benefits of 
lower import prices may be partly offset 
by a weaker national currency due to 
the social and political instability.

Access to food in Egypt is being 
constrained by high food prices. For 
most consumers, while the high cost 
of imported wheat will not be felt 
directly on account of the country’s 
safety net program, increases in the 
non-subsidized wheat flour price has 
caused prices of other wheat products 
to go up. Prices of main commodities 
such as rice, wheat and sunflower 
oil have been considerably higher 
than the 2006-2010 average and last 
year’s prices for the same period of 
July to September (See Fig. 5 – 10 in 
the Annex).  According to GIEWS, 
Fruit and vegetable prices increased 
by 30% in the year to July 2011 

following a decreasing trend since 
the beginning of the year, while the 
price of other food items (excluding 
fruits and vegetables) rose by 14% 
over the same period. Domestic rice 
prices have also increased driven by 
a lower supply following Government 
policy to reduce water use. As a result 
of these developments, the year-on-
year rate of inflation in food prices 
was estimated at 10.4% in July 2011, 
declining from 11.8% in the previous 
month and compared to 10.7% in July 
2010. 

In Lebanon, domestic cereal production 
covers only about 20% of consumption 
needs and the country depends 
heavily on imports. The cereal import 
requirement, mainly wheat, in 2010/11 
is estimated at high level of 846,000 
tons, about 5% above last five years 
average, following the reduction in 
domestic production. Prices have 
been stable over the past four months, 
with the exception of slight increase 
in the month of Ramadan. The export 
fruits and vegetables has continued 
despite the unrest in Syria, though 
domestic consumption decreased as 
compared to the same period (June-
August) due to the dramatic decrease 
in tourists visiting Lebanon.

In neighboring Syria, cereal imports, 
mainly wheat for food use and maize 
and barley for feed, in the current and 
ending marketing year 2010/11 are 
estimated at about 4.1 million tons. At 
this level, although still above average, 
imports are about 10% lower than 
in 2009/10 when the replenishment 
of stocks were paramount in order 
to offset the impact of the drought-
affected 2008/09 winter season crops. 
Imports of rice are forecast at 330,000 
tons, similar to the high levels of the 
previous two years, partly in response to 
the additional demand from over one 
million Iraqi refugees in the country. 

In the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Harvesting of 2011 wheat and barley 
crops has been completed and is 
expected to decrease further following 
the adoption of the 2008 decree that 
aims at gradually phasing out all water-
intensive agricultural crops by 2016, 
including wheat. The government is still 
maintaining the guaranteed purchase 
price for locally grown wheat at USD 
267 per MT until 2016. Meanwhile, high 
cereal import requirements in 2010/11 
are estimated at a high level of about 
12 million tons. To maintain current 
consumption levels and with the aim to 
gradually expand national reserves to 
one year’s needs, the country’s wheat 
imports in marketing year 2010/11 are 
estimated at 1.8 million tons. Imports of 

barley and maize, mainly used for feed, 
are forecast at 6.7 million tons and 
2.2 million tons, respectively. Import 
requirements of rice are forecast at an 
average level of about 1.2 million tons.

According to the Ministry of National 
Economy, the Sultanate of Oman 
witnessed an inflation that reached 
5.3% in August 2011 compared to the 
corresponding month of 2010. The 
Food, Beverages and Tobacco group 
lead the increase contributing about 
1.8 percentage points in the rise of the 
general index. The biggest contribution 
to the increase has been coming 
from the rise of prices for Fish and Sea 
Products, which has increased by 3.2% 
from July and accrued a percentage 
increase of 19.5% in the period of 
January to August. Prices of cereals 
have maintained stability with no 
major change in prices over the same 
period. (See Fig. 11 Consumer Price 
Index for Major Commodities in the 
Sultanate of Oman in Annex)

In Yemen, trade in the pastoral areas 
of Al Hodeidah (Tihama region) and 
parts of Arhab, Taizz, Lahj, Sana’a 
and Abyan governorates is rapidly 
deteriorating due to civil unrest, 
exceptional high food prices, and 
fuel shortages. According to  USAID/
FEWS NET, livestock, the primary 
source of income for many farmers in 
Tihama region, accounts for over 50% 
of their income. Over 90% of farms in 
Tihama depend on well water, which 
is pumped up from groundwater by 
diesel generators. The animal food 
stocks have started running out, and 
farmers cannot find diesel in the market 
to run their water pumps to irrigate 
animal food crops and grow new 
grass. The price of a small pile of grass 
has increased from YER 100 to YER 600 
due to acute shortages. Consequently, 
many farmers have started selling their 
livestock at low prices. Livestock and 
milk production started to fall due to 
the lack of animal feed caused by the 
diesel shortage.

Import requirements of wheat 
and wheat flour in 2010/11 (Jan/
Dec) marketing year, are currently 
estimated at 2.3 million tons, about 10% 
below previous year. Rice and maize 
imports are estimated almost equally 
at some 360,000 tons. Wheat prices 
stabilized over the past month due to 
relatively weak demand as the month 
of Ramadan ended, though wheat 
prices remained 54% higher than in 
January. Prices tend to be higher in 
rural areas where transportation costs 
have become prohibitively high. It is 
to be noted that the Government of 
Yemen holds grain stocks of 650,000 
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MT in anticipation of any trade flows 
disruption. If the security situation 
further escalates, Yemen is threatened 
with a near depletion of its stocks and 
disruption of markets. In Sana’a, the 
prices of wheat continued to rise due 
to the ongoing conflict. According 
to USAID/FEWS NET, as of the second 
week in September 2011, retail prices 
for imported wheat in Sana’a have 
increased by 22% compared to August 
2010, and are 94% higher than the last 
five-year average. Wheat prices are 
higher by 79% compared to the peak 
of the 2008 food-price crisis.

Food Security in Focus: Livestock 
and Livestock Products
The contribution of the livestock sector 
to agricultural output is estimated to 
reach as high as 50% in many of the 
Near East countries. But, due to neglect 
and long-term underinvestment 
most countries are still net importers 
of animal and animal products 
(meat, milk, egg, etc). For example, 
according to Australian Government 
Trade Commission, meat products 
account for approximately 15 % of 
the total food imports in Jordan, while 
dairy products stand at 9%.

Recently the soaring food and feed 
price has hit many countries of the 
region. For example, Egypt is among 
the worst hit with regard to consumer 
price inflation. The rising food prices 
have led to a rapid rise in consumer 
prices since 2010, causing social 
and political unrest and affecting 
the country’s economic growth. 
According to Egyptian Central Agency 
for Public Mobilization and Statistics 
(CAPMAS) meat and poultry products 
saw an increase of 12.5% since May 
2010. The beef price has continuously 
been rising since March 2011 (See 
Fig.12 in the Annex). Compared to the 
price in July, fresh red meat increased 
by 2.65% in August. The price of poultry 
has risen by about 30% while yogurt 
prices increased by 10 to 20%. 

According the Jordanian Department 
of Statistics, the average consumer 
price for meat and poultry in Jordan 
has increased by 5.1% in the first 5 
months of this year. In May alone the 
price increased by 11% compared to 
the same month in 2010.

To improve food security, poverty 
alleviation and competitiveness 
of small-scale producers, FAO has 
launched an activity geared to assist 
countries of the Oriental Near East 
sub-region (SNO), which includes 
Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and 
Syria, in developing their capacity to 

improve the small-scale dairy sector.
Country-level assessment reports 
presented at the expert meeting 
held in July in Cairo, identified 
common constraints and priorities 
for intervention. The studies clearly 
revealed that family dairy enterprises 
with less than 10 dairy cows, mainly 
relying on ‘low-cost’ feed resources 
were the dominant dairy production 
system in the sub-region accounting 
for more than 80% of the national dairy 
cattle/buffalo population. Identified 
constraints, among others, include 
scarcity of affordable feed resources, 
poor access to animal health and 
extension services translating into 
easily avoidable production losses, low 
production potential of predominantly 
indigenous dairy cattle, and poor 
milk handling leading to sub-standard 
milk quality and price penalties. The 
reports assessed capacities in areas 
of producer associations, post-harvest 
technologies, handling, processing, 
breeding, access to inputs and markets, 
feeds and feeding, and disease control. 
Priorities were identified for member 
countries to address them accordingly 
to improve local dairy production to a 
level where dependence on imports is 
minimised with increased job creation 
throughout the dairy value chain, 
alleviating income poverty. FAO is also 
assisting the SNO member countries 
in developing projects and in their 
efforts to solicit funding from within and 
beyond the region.

FAO Emergency Programs and 
Activities in the Region
FAO continues to support emergency 
programs in the region by providing 
support to countries affected by 
unrest through emergency and 
rehabilitation activities. In Libya, the 
Food Security and Livelihood Cluster 
co-chaired by FAO is continuing to 
support humanitarian needs of the 
vulnerable and conflict-affected 
throughout Libya through agricultural 
input packages to increase food 
access and better ensure food security 
through securing local production 
and capacity building of national 
institutions. Substantial needs for food 
assistance throughout the country 
are persisting, especially in Sabha, 
Bani Walid and Sert where fighting 
continues. While food markets have 
quickly stabilized in terms of price and 
availability in most parts of the country, 
lost incomes and limited access to 
funds in bank accounts have swelled 
the ranks of people having to rely on 
assistance from the Zakat system and 
other channels, including national 
relief agencies, UN and ICRC. The 

Cluster is developing projects of cash 
and voucher to be implemented in 
next three months under the Common 
Humanitarian Action Plan for Libya. 

At the production level, farmers expect 
clear signs from the government 
to restore availability and reinstate 
subsidies on inputs and produce. In 
the absence of those clear messages, 
private agricultural producers are 
reluctant to invest in crop and animal 
production activities. Government-run 
projects/farms can only implement 
the productive plans based on 
limited inputs received from centrally 
managed stocks. At the institutional 
level, the continuing unrest causes 
severe disruption to productive 
activities directly and indirectly 
dependent on management decisions 
within the Ministry of Agriculture. 

The local production of fresh and 
nutritious foods (meats, poultry, fish, 
dairy, fruits and vegetables) constitutes 
the backbone of the Libyan agriculture. 
The declining local production is now 
compensated with additional import 
from neighbouring countries, pushing 
prices up and undermining one of the 
few viable economic sectors in Libya. 
FAO is supporting both farmers and 
the Libyan Ministry of Agriculture to 
mitigate the impact of the crisis.

FAO ongoing emergency assistance 
to an expected 2,000 Libyan farmer 
beneficiaries consists of distribution of 
agricultural input packages comprising 
otherwise unavailable or inaccessible 
fertilizers to boost. 2,000 ha of open-
field cultivation of tomatoes and 
to support. 400 ha of greenhouse 
vegetable production across eastern 
Libya. The provision of inputs will be 
complemented by delivery of capacity 
building activities including practical 
demonstrations promoting Good 
Agricultural Practices for beneficiaries 
and agricultural extension officers to 
ensure optimum use of the provided 
inputs and to maximize benefits from 
the farming operations to both farmers 
as well as consumers.  

In Egypt, FAO has commenced a 
pilot project targeting 105 Egyptian 
returnees and local communities in 
Upper Egypt with agricultural inputs 
package consisting of potato seeds 
and goat milk processing machines. 
The project also provides capacity 
development to grassroots association 
through two farmers associations in the 
areas of productivity enhancement, 
increased competence on 
agricultural practices, youth and 
women engagement. An assessments 
carried by FAO in Upper Egypt key 
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gaps identified among households 
affected by food insecurity include 
access to quality agricultural inputs, 
as well as training to gain skills that will 
enable small famers to perform good 
agriculture and business practices, and 
demand-driven marketing.  Youth and 

women are particularly marginalized 
in their access to income generating 
activities and productive assets. As 
of 30 September, a total of 706,073 
migrants crossed Libya’s borders. This 
figure includes 310,655 Third Country 
Nationals (TCNs), which represent 

45% of total crossings. Movements still 
continue, with another 9,009 migrants 
(666 TCNs) crossing the borders 
to Tunisia, Egypt, Chad and Niger 
between 23 and 29 September.

 

Price Annex: Nominal Prices and Consumer Price Index of Major Staple Food Commodities
Prices are supplied by the Egyptian Food Security Information Centre (FSIC), Egyptian Central Agency for Public 
Mobilization and Statistics (CAPMAS), the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation, Egypt, the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform, Syria, and the Ministry of National Economy, Sultanate of Oman. FAO 
continues to coordinate with other stakeholders like market information systems in the region, UN agencies, 
NGOs, and other partners including the private sector to get reliable data from other countries in the region.

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Regional Office for 
the Near East
11 El Eslah El Zerai Street, Dokki Cairo, Egypt

P.O. Box:  2223 Cairo, Egypt

Tel:   +202 33316000/+202 33316140 

Fax: +20 2 37495981/ +20 2 33373419/ +20 2 37497193

FAO HQ Website: http://www.fao.org

FAO Near East Website: http://neareast.fao.org

Source: Syrian Government - Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform
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Fig.1 Change of Prices of Major Staple Commodities in
Syria (2005- 2010)

Fig.5 Packed Rice: Nominal Retail Prices in Upper Egypt

Source: Food Security Information Center, Ministry of Agriculture and Land 
Reclamation
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Fig.6 Wheat: Nominal Prices in Upper Egypt
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Fig.7 Sunflower Oil: Nominal Prices in Upper Egypt

LE
/K

g

12

10

8

6

4

2

0
JAN   FEB   MAR  APA   MAY  JUN  JUL   AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC

  2007- 2010 Avg   2010   2011

Source: Food Security Information Center, Ministry of Agriculture and Land 
Reclamation

Fig.8 Packed Rice: Nominal Prices in Lower Egypt
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Fig.9 Wheat: Nominal Prices in Lower Egypt

Source: Food Security Information Center, Ministry of Agriculture and Land 
Reclamation
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Fig.10 Sunflower Oil: Nominal Retail Prices in Lower Egypt
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Fig.11 Consumer Price Index for Major Commodities in 
Sultanate of Oman (base year 2000)

Source: Ministry of National Economy
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