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Overview 
Domestic Production Outlook  
Total foodgrain production in the FY 2012-13 was 35.1 mmt (aus 2.16 mmt, aman 12.9 mmt, boro 18.78 
mmt and wheat 1.26 mmt). For the FY 2013-14, DAE fixed the targets for aus, aman, boro and wheat 
production at 2.41 mmt, 13.28 mmt, 18.92 and 1.28 mmt respectively.  Meanwhile, BBS has finalized aus 
and aman production at 2.33 mmt and 13.02 mmt respectively.  According to the latest monitoring report 
of DAE, boro and wheat area targets have been achieved at 4.80 million hectares and 0.42 million hectares 
respectively. Wheat and boro cultivation season has also experienced favourable weather conditions. 
Therefore, DAE is expecting a slightly higher wheat and boro production than the target.  DAE has also 
targeted maize and potato production at 2.24 mmt and 8.7 mmt respectively for the FY 2013-14. 
Foodgrain Import 
Total foodgrain import in the FY 2012-13 was 1.89 mmt of which 0.03 mmt was rice and 1.86 mmt wheat. 
Total import for FY 2013-14 has been projected at 3.1 mmt of foodgrains of which 0.5 mmt would be rice 
and 2.6 mmt wheat. By March/14, total foodgrain imported by the public and privet sector was 2.53 mmt, 
of which wheat was about 2.16 mmt. The Government is pursuing its effort to import the required quantity 
of wheat to continue distribution of atta through OMS to stabilize wheat/atta prices in the market.    
Domestic Foodgrain Procurement 
In the FY 2012-13, total domestic foodgrain procurement was 1.41 mmt, of which rice was 1.28 mmt and 
wheat 0.13 mmt.  For the FY 2013-14, Government procurement target for foodgrain is 1.45 mmt of which 
rice is 1.3 mmt and wheat 0.15 mmt.  The revised target for aman procurement was set at 0.4 mmt of rice 
of which 0.36 mmt was actually procured during this financial year. Wheat procurement target has been set 
at 0.15 mmt with a price of 27.0 Tk per kg. The wheat procurement started from 1st of April, 2014 and will 
close on 30th June, 2014.  Boro procurement target has been set at 1.1 mmt to be procured at the rate of Tk 
20 per kg for paddy, Tk 30 per kg for white rice and Tk 31 per kg for parboiled rice. Boro procurement 
will start on 1st of May, 2014 and will close on 30th September, 2014.    
Public Foodgrain Distribution 
The revised budget for public foodgrain distribution in 2013-14 has been set at 2.55 mmt. The actual 
distribution in the previous year was 2.09 mmt.  The Government has a plan to distribute higher amount of 
foodgrains in the current year to ease hardships of poor households. During the first, second and third 
quarters of the year, a total of 1.54 mmt of foodgrain have been distributed. This is about 60% of total 
distribution target. Distribution through TR has been the highest followed by OMS, VGF, VGD and EP. 
Public Stock of Foodgrains 

The opening public stock of foodgrains on 1st July/13 was 1.02 mmt and the ending stock of March/14 was 
1.13 mmt, compared to the March/13 ending stock of 1.14 mmt. The stock of foodgrain fluctuated during 
the July/13-March/14 period and generally remained slightly above one million tons.  The closing stock of 
1.13 mmt of March/14 seems to be adequate to meet the requirements for PFDS operations in the coming 
months. 
Domestic Market Prices 
The wholesale price of rice and wheat declined during the January-March/14 period. Between April/13 and 
March/14 period, nominal prices of rice and wheat increased by 15.20% and 4.61% respectively.  The real 
price increased by 7.12% for rice and decreased by 2.73% for wheat. 
International Prices and Production Outlook 
Global rice production for 2013-14 is forecast at a record level of 474.8 mmt, up 3.2 mmt from last 
month’s forecast. Wheat production in 2013-14 is projected to reach 712.7 mmt, up 0.8 mmt from previous 
month’s forecast. Several major exporting countries have increased production prospects, namely China, 
Burma and India for rice, and Australia for wheat. International rice and wheat prices have exhibited 
relatively lesser fluctuations over the last two quarters of the current fiscal year. 
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Domestic Foodgrain Availability 
 
Domestic Foodgrain Production  
Total foodgrain production in the FY 2012-13 was 35.10 mmt (aus 2.16 mmt, aman 12.90 mmt, boro 
18.78 mmt and wheat 1.26 mmt). This was 0.6% higher than previous year's total production. For the 
FY2013-14, DAE fixed the target for aus, aman, boro and wheat production at 2.41 mmt, 13.28 mmt, 
18.92 mmt and 1.28 mmt respectively i.e  total foodgrain production target of 35.89 mmt.  Meanwhile, 
BBS has finalized aus and aman production at 2.33 mmt and 13.02 mmt respectively.  According to the 
latest monitoring report of DAE, area achieved for boro and wheat slightly exceeded the target, registering 
4.80 million hectares and 0.42 million hectares area coverage respectively. Wheat and boro cultivation 
season has also experienced favorable weather conditions. Therefore, DAE is expecting a slightly higher 
wheat and boro production than this year's target. Thus allowing for the marginal shortfall in the target for 
aus and aman production and expected increase in boro and wheat production, total foodgrain production 
target of 35.89 mmt for FY2013-14 may be achieved. DAE has also targeted maize and potato production 
at 2.24 mmt and 8.7 mmt respectively for the FY 2013-14.    

               Figure 1: Annual foodgrain production (mmt) and crop-wise contribution  

    
 
Foodgrain Import  
 

Total foodgrain import in the FY 2012-13 was 1.89 mmt of which 0.03 mmt was rice and 1.86 mmt wheat.  
The foodgrain import was quite lower than the target due to negligible amount of rice import as the country 
has already achieved self-sufficiency in rice production. As usual, wheat import by the private sector 
constituted the major part of foodgrain import. Total foodgrain import for FY 2013-14 has been projected 
at 3.1 mmt of which 0.50 mmt would be rice and 2.6 mmt wheat. By March/14, total foodgrain imported 
by the public and privet sector was 2.53 mmt, of which wheat was about 2.16 mmt. Total public import of 
wheat during the period was 0.79 mmt. The Government is pursuing its effort to import the required 
quantity of wheat to continue distribution of atta through OMS to stabilize wheat/atta prices in the market. 

Table 1: Foodgrain imports                                                                                  (000 metric tons) 

 

18.9213.02

2.26 1.28

2013/14 (Target/Actual)

Boro (T)

Aman (A)

Aus (A)

Wheat (T)

Category 
of import

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

   Q1 Q2 Q4
(Actual) (Actual) (Actual) (Actual) (Actual) (Actual) Projection

Jan Feb Mar Total  Apr-Jun 

GoB Com. 46.9 1264.4 454.9 2.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Food Aid 3.6 6.2 9.4 1.4 0.0 1.2 0.5 1.3 0.0 1.8 7 10
Private 36.6 290.5 58.7 25.3 128.2 70.4 32.2 61.9 78.8 172.9 118 490

Total Rice 87.1 1561.1 523.0 28.9 128.2 71.6 32.7 63.2 78.8 174.7 125.4 500.0

GoB. Com. 443.5 775.6 540.0 338.1 191.5 233.3 89.8 145.6 111.5 346.9 178 950
Food Aid 56.1 158.1 46.0 130.0 13.7 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 35 50
Private 2862.5 2818.4 1181.0 1393.4 721.1 374.7 233.5 32.6 10.8 276.9 227 1600
Total 
Wheat 3362 3752 1767 1862 926 609 323 178 122 624 440 2600

Foodgrain 3449 5313 2290 1890 1054 681 356 241 201 799 566 3100
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Domestic Foodgrain Procurement 
In the FY 2012-13, total domestic foodgrain procurement was 1.41 mmt, of which rice was 1.28 mmt and 
wheat 0.13 mmt. For the current fiscal year, the revised procurement target is set at 1.45 mmt of which rice 
1.30 mmt and wheat 0.15 mmt.  The revised target for aman procurement was set at 0.4 mmt of rice with 
the price of 30 Tk/kg for parboiled rice. Against which 0.36 mmt of aman rice was procured. The aman 
procurement was started on 1st December, 2013 and closed on 31st March, 2014. Wheat procurement target 
has been set at 0.15 mmt with a price of 27.0 Tk/kg and procurement period starting from 1st April, 2014 
and closing on 30th June, 2014.  The ensuing boro procurement target has been set at 1.10 mmt at the rate 
of Tk 20 per /kg for paddy, Tk 30 per kg for white rice and Tk 31 per kg for parboiled rice. This year's 
boro procurement will start from 1st May, 2014 and will continue up to 30th September 2014.   
 

 
Public Foodgrain Distribution 
The revised budget for public foodgrain distribution in 2013-14 has been set at 2.55 mmt. The actual 
distribution in the previous year was 2.09 mmt.  The Government has a plan to distribute higher amount of 
foodgrains in 2013-14 to ease hardships of poor households. During the first, second and third quarters of 
this fiscal year, a total of 1.54 mmt of foodgrain have been distributed. This is about 60% of total 
distribution target. Distribution through TR has been the highest followed by OMS, VGF, VGD and EP.      

Table-2 Channel-wise distribution of foodgrains               (000 mt) 

 

Public Stock of Foodgrains 
The opening public stock of foodgrains on 1st July/13 was 1.02 mmt and the ending stock of March/14 was 
1.13 mmt, compared to the March/13 ending stock of 1.14 mmt. The stock of foodgrain fluctuated during 
the July/13-March/14 period and generally remained slightly above one million tons.  The closing stock of 
1.13 mmt of March/14 seems to be adequate to meet the requirements for PFDS operations in the coming 
months. 

 Table 3: Commodity-wise closing public stock in FY 2012-13 and 2013-14                  (000 mt) 

 

Channels of
PFDS 

Offtake Rice Wheat Total Rice Wheat Total Rice Wheat Total Rice Wheat Total
Essential 
Priorities 157 102 259 159 100 259 127 81 208 178 127 305
Other Priorities 16 5 21 16 5 21 10 3 13 15 6 21

Large Employers 0 15 15 0 17 17 0 13 13 0 18 18
Open Market 
Sales/FPC 340 223 563 56 289 345 100 151 251 400 350 750
Sub-total 513 345 858 231 411 642 237 248 484 593 501 1094
Food For Works 262 64 326 364 18 382 2 154 156 10 200 210
Test Relief 262 64 326 317 63 380 199 151 349 200 212 412
VGF 159 1 160 253 2 255 219 0 219 400 0 400
VGD 115 168 283 203 43 246 55 163 217 100 175 275
Gratuitous 
Relief 50 0 50 49 0 49 34 0 34 80 0 80
Others 51 42 93 70 62 132 48 27 75 48 30 78
Sub-total 899 339 1238 1256 188 1444 556 494 1050 838 617 1455

1412 684 2096 1487 599 2086 793 742 1535 1431 1118 2549

Non-
monetized 
Channels 
of PFDS

Total Public Distribution

Offtake 
Categori
es

FY 2011-12 FY 2012-13 FY 2013-14 (Up to March) Revised Budget(2013-14)

Monetized 
Channels 
of PFDS

Month July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar
Rice 1128 1139 1253 1232 1163 1080 1033 1002 892
Wheat 369 384 390 350 350 297 247 318 252
Total 1497 1523 1643 1582 1513 1377 1280 1320 1144

2013/14 Rice 880 839 889 734 640 663 714 786 806
Wheat 304 320 377 442 413 322 292 321 324
Total 1184 1159 1266 1176 1053 985 1006 1107 1130

2012/13
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Market Price Review 

Rice and Wheat Wholesale Prices 
The wholesale rice and wheat prices declined during 
the third quarter from January to March of the FY 
2013-14. The nominal rice prices fell marginally by 
0.70%, while wheat prices decreased at a higher 
pace by 3.08% during the same period. The 
corresponding real prices dropped by 1.05% and 
3.42%.  The nominal rice prices rose by 12.06% and 
wheat prices fell by 3.88% during the same period in 
a year earlier. Between April/13 and March/14, 
nominal rice and wheat prices increased by 15.20% 
and 4.61%, respectively. The real rice prices rose by 
4.61%, while for wheat they declined by 2.73% 
during the same period (Table 4). 

Table 4: Change of rice and wheat prices during 2013-2014 

 
 

Rice and Wheat flour Retail Prices 
Like wholesale prices, retail prices of rice and atta showed a downward trend during the third quarter of 
current fiscal year, and wheat prices decreased at a higher rate than atta prices. Wheat prices dropped by 
3.38% compared to 0.54% fall of atta prices during the same period. During FY 13-14, rice prices   
continued to rise till January/14 with little fluctuation and thereafter started declining.  By contrast, wheat 
prices showed high fluctuation with a sharp decline in the third quarter of current fiscal year. 
 
Difference between Retail and Wholesale Prices 
of Rice and Wheat Flour 

Retail and wholesale prices of rice and wheat flour  
in Dhaka city markets moved almost in the same 
directions, parallel to each other, during April/13-
March/14 period, with a percentage margin ranging 
from 4.6% to 11.0% for rice and 8.6% to 20.7% for 
wheat flour (Figures 4 and 5). During the third 
quarter of the current fiscal year, wheat flour’s 
margin rose sharply, while it was reverse for rice.  
 

Monitoring and Outlook for Wholesale Prices of Foodgrains 
 

Domestic Rice Price Forecast 

Period 
Nominal price Real price 

Rice Wheat Rice Wheat 
Jan'14 to Mar'14 -0.70% -3.08% -1.05% -3.42% 
Jan'13 to Mar'13 12.06% -3.88% 11.51% -4.36% 
Apr'13 to Mar'14 15.20% 4.61% 7.12% -2.73% 
Apr'12 to Mar'13 11.19% 20.60% 3.07% 11.80% 
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Source: Elaboration on DAM data 

 
The rice prices during November-March/13-14 
period followed different pattern from what 
was observed in the last four years; prices 
decreased in December and in February instead 
of having rising tendency in the normal years. 
Current year’s prices were lower than the 
prices of earlier years and their differences 
increased sharply during February-March 
period. The absolute differences between 
actual and normal prices rose sharply from 1% 
in November to about 10% in March. 
Estimates from the price monitoring model as 
shown in Figure 6 forecasts a band within 
which the price of rice is expected to remain during April to June/14, if past trends are confirmed. Based 
on the estimates, it is noted that in June/14, there is a 70% chance that the coarse rice price will remain 
between Tk. 27.7/kg and Tk. 31.3/kg.  
 

Domestic Wheat Price Forecast  
During the November-March/13-14 period, 
wheat prices more or less followed the same 
pattern observed over the last four years with 
the exception of a decline in February instead 
of a rise in the normal year. The absolute 
difference between actual and normal prices 
rose from 9.2% in November to 14.0% in March. 
The model estimates show that the price is 
expected to remain between Tk. 20.4 per kg 
and Tk. 22.1 per kg in April/14 and between 
Tk. 20.0 per kg and Tk. 22.6 per kg in June/14 
(Fig. 7). 

 
 

International Price and Production 
 
Global Rice Production and Price 
According to USDA Rice Outlook March/14, global rice production for 2013-14 is forecast at a record 
level of 474.8 mmt (milled basis), up 3.2 mmt from 
last month’s forecast and almost 1.0 percent higher 
than a year earlier. Burma and China account for 
nearly all of the upper revision in global area, 
whereas area forecasts for Indonesia and Sri Lanka 
have been lowered. However, India’s production 
forecast for 2013-14 has been raised by 2.0 million 
tons, resulting from better than expected kharif rice 
yields due to good weather. The average of Letter 
of Credit (LC) settled price (C&F) is generally used 
as the reference price for rice import in Bangladesh. 
The LC settled price experienced high fluctuations, 
but remained lower than the f.o.b (Bangkok) Thai 
5% rice price throughout the April/12-March/14 period, except during Oct/12-Feb/13 period.  
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Global Wheat Production and Price 

Global wheat production in 2013-14, according to 
USDA Wheat Outlook March14, is projected to reach 
712.7 mmt, up 0.8 mmt from previous month’s forecast. 
The increase reflects bumper harvest of wheat in 
Australia, resulting from near-perfect conditions through 
the growing season. The Indian Ministry of Agriculture 
also released the final estimate for wheat production in 
2013-14 at 93.5 mmt, up 1.1 mmt from the previous 
estimate. Both LC settled price and US Soft Red Winter 
(SRW) price of wheat fluctuated during the period from 
April/12 to March/14. While both prices had a declining trend, the price of SRW remained lower than the 
LC settled price during the January/13-March/14 period.                           

 
Food Consumption and Nutrition 

 

Trends of Stunting (chronic malnutrition) among Under-5 Children  
 

Stunting among under 5 children is an important indicator for tracking performance on food and nutrition 
security policies and assessing the nutritional status of a population. Chronic malnutrition or stunting often 
begins before birth and is caused by poor maternal nutrition, faulty feeding practices and poor food quality 
as well as frequent intestinal parasitic infections which slow down growth. Stunting is a well established 
risk factor for poor child development including cognitive development. Evidence shows that children with 
stunting have a greater risk of chronic diseases later in life, such as heart disease, diabetes and kidney 
damage.   
 
Bangladesh Demographic and Health Survey (BDHS) showed that the rate of stunting declined from 60% 
in 1997 to 41% in 2011. Recent data from the Utilization of Essential Service Delivery (UESD) Survey 
2013 showed that the rate of stunting was 39%. However, data from FSNSP showed that the rate of 
stunting among under-5 children was 45%, 40% and 37% in 2010, 2011 and 2012 respectively. FSNSP 
data confirms the consistent improvement in chronic malnutrition in Bangladesh. Both UESD and FSNSP 
data shows that, the level of stunting in Bangladesh is currently below the WHO cut-off level of very high 
prevalence (≥ 40%).         

Figure 10: Trends of stunting among under 5 children 
If we consider the stunting reduction rate 
(Figure 10) in Bangladesh from 1997 to 
2007, there has been an overall reduction 
by 17% points, while in the recent years 
from 2007 to 2013; stunting rate has 
reduced by only 4% points. It is 
necessary to give more emphasis to 
reducing chronic malnutrition or stunting 
among under the age of five children, 
with a particular focus on the first 1000 days of life. Scaling up of both nutrition specific and sensitive 
interventions and strengthening coordination across different sectors is critical in order to maximize 
delivery on nutrition outcomes and combat chronic maternal and child malnutrition on a sustainable basis. 


