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Overview 
Domestic Production Outlook   
Total food grains production for FY2019-20 was finalized by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)  
at 37.64 mmt. Crop specific achievements of production were 2.76 mmt of aus, 14.20 mmt of aman, 19.65 
mmt of boro and 1.03 mmt of wheat. Total food grains (Rice & Wheat) production for FY2019-20 was 
3.4% higher than that of the previous fiscal year. The annual food grains production target for FY2020-21 
has been set by the Ministry of Agriculture at around 41.06 mmt. The crop-specific targets are 3.65 mmt 
of aus, 15.61 mmt of aman, 20.50 mmt of boro and 1.30 mmt of wheat.  BBS has already finalized Aus & 
Aman rice production at 3.29 mmt & 14.44 mmt respectively for FY2020-21.  
 

Food grains Import    
Total import of food grains in the FY2019-20 was 6.44 mmt, of which rice was only 4 thousand mt and 
rest of the amount was wheat . According to proposed revised food budget of  FY 2020-21 the public 
sector budgeted importation of food grain has been fixed at 1.57 mmt, of which rice was 1.0 mmt and 
wheat 0.57 mmt. Up to the 3rd quarter (July/20-Mar/21) of current fiscal year ,total food grains (public & 
private) import was 4.65 mmt.;where public import was only 0.44 mmt . 
 

Domestic Food grains Procurement  
Actual food grains procurement under the Public Food Distribution Systen (PFDS) during FY2019-20 was 
1.87 mmt, where 1.80 mmt was rice and 0.07 mmt was wheat. According to the proposed revised food 
budget of the current fiscal year (2020-21) the target of public food grains procurement has been set at 1.4 
mmt, of which 1.3 mmt is rice and 0.10 mmt wheat. Up to the 3rd quarter (July/20-Mar/21) of current fiscal 
year 0.66 mmt rice has been procured from last Boro & present Aman season. 
Public Food grains Distribution  
Total food grains distribution through the PFDS during FY 2019-20 was 2.78 mmt, against the revised target 
of 3.10 mmt set in the food budget. According to revised food budget of the current fiscal year 2020-21, the 
target of public food grain distribution has been set at 2.46 mmt, of which 1.87 mmt is rice and 0.59 mmt 
wheat. The Government has planned to increase the quantity of food grain to be distributed under the PFDS 
for the upcoming months through various safety net programmes as a response to cater the additional demand 
arose due to COVID-19. Up to the 3rd quarter (July/20-Mar/21) of current fiscal year 1.75 mmt of food grain 
has been distributed. 
 

Public Stock of Food grains  
The opening public stock of food grains  on 1st July/2020 was 1.12 mmt. Government  maintained a healthy  
stock of food grains throughout  the previous fiscal year (2019-20) where average closing stock of food 
grains in every month was about 1.56 mmt. A reasonably higher level of stock may consider to meet the 
requirements for PFDS operations in the coming months.. 
Domestic Market Prices     
The wholesale prices of rice and wheat slightly increased during the 3rd quarter from January to March of 
FY20-21. The nominal and real price of rice increased by 4.34% and 4.24% respectively as well as the 
nominal and real  price of wheat increased by 2.53% and 2.43% respectively during the same period. 
International Production and Prices Outlook  
According to the latest USDA report (April/2021), Global rice production is forecast slightly lower in 
April/2021 primarily on decreased production in Burma, Indonesia, and Taiwan more than offsetting 
higher production in the Philippines and Thailand. Thai quotes trended down to $490/ton and were, for 
the first time this quarter, below Vietnamese quotes which trended slightly down to $497/ton. Global 
Wheat production is marginally lower as downward revisions for the European Union, Ethiopia, and Japan 
more than offset a larger crop in Argentina. Wheat prices fell across all major exporting countries since 
last month’s WASDE (World Agricultural Supply & Demand Estimate) with improved winter wheat 
conditions in several key production regions. 
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Domestic Foodgrain Availability 
 

Domestic Food grains Production  
Total food grains production in FY2019-20 was finalized by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)  
at 37.64 mmt. Crop specific achievements of production were 2.76 mmt of aus, 14.20 mmt of aman, 19.65 
mmt of boro and 1.03 mmt of wheat. Total food grains (Rice & Wheat) production for FY2019-20 was 
3.4% higher than that of the previous fiscal year. The annual food grains production target for FY2020-21 
has been set by the Ministry of Agriculture at around 41.06 mmt. The crop-specific targets are 3.65 mmt 
of aus, 15.61 mmt of aman, 20.50 mmt of boro and 1.30 of wheat. BBS has already finalized Aus & Aman 
rice production at 3.29 mmt & 14.44 mmt respectively of FY2020-21. As on 31 March 2021 Boro & wheat 
cultivation have reached at 4.88 million and 0.34 million hector respectively. 
 

Figure 1: Annual foodgrain production (mmt) and crop-wise contribution  
 

                                                                              
Foodgrain Import  

Total import of food grains for the FY2019-20 was 6.78 mmt, of which rice was only 4 thousand mt and 
rest of the amount was wheat. In FY2019-20 private sector imported a record amount of wheat, i.e. 6.00 
mmt. Bumper food grains production in country and higher level of duties imposed on rice importation 
has significantly reduced import potential for rice in Bangladesh. For the FY2020-21 Government has 
started rice import as well as reduced rice import duties from 62.5% to 25% considering rice price 
stabilization and increased national availability. According to revised food budget of  FY2020-21 the 
public sector budgeted importation of food grain has been fixed at 1.57 mmt, of which rice was 1.0 mmt 
and wheat 0.57 mmt. Up to the 3rd quarter (July/20-Mar/21) of current fiscal year, total food grains (public 
& private) import was 4.65 mmt.;where public import was 0.44 mmt . 
Table 1: Foodgrain imports                                                                                                      (‘000’ mt) 
 

 

Source-DG Food 
 

Domestic Foodgrain Procurement 
Actual food grains procurement under the PFDS during FY2019-20 was 1.87 mmt, in which rice was 1.8 
mmt  and wheat was 0.07 mmt. According to the proposed Revised food budget of the current fiscal year 
2020-21 the target of public food grains procurement has been set at 1.4 mmt, of which 1.3 mmt is rice 
and 0.10 mmt wheat. Public procurement from Aman 2020 season has been finished on15 March 2021 
 of 0.12 thousand Aman paddy and 0.75 thousand Aman rice (parboiled and atap rice) which in total 
equivalent to 0.83 thousand Aman in terms of rice. Up to the 3rd quarter (July/20-Mar/21) of current fiscal 
year 0.66 mmt rice has been procured from last Boro and recently completed Aman season. 
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Public Food grain Distribution 
 

Total food grains distribution through the Public Food Distribution System (PFDS) during FY2019-20 was 
2.78 mmt, against the revised target of 3.10 mmt set in the public food budget. Public rice distribution through 
the Food Friendly Programme FFP (Khadya Bandhob Karmasuchi)- targets to 5 million ultra-poor rural 
households was highest (0.89 mmt), followed by the Vulnerable Group Development (VGD), Open Market 
Sale( OMS), Essential Priorities (EP) , Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF), Gratuitous Relief (GR), Food For 
Work (FFW), Hill Tract Area (HT), others priorities (OP), Large Employee(LE), Test Relief (TR) and other 
channels of PFDS (Table-2). According to revised food budget of the current fiscal year 2020-21 the target 
of public food grain distribution has been set at 2.46 mmt, of which 1.87 mmt is rice and 0.59 mmt wheat. 
The Government has planned to increase the quantity of food grains to be distributed under the PFDS for the 
upcoming months through various safety net programmes as a response to cater the additional demand arose 
due to COVID-19. Up to the 3rd quarter (July/20-Mar/21) of current fiscal year 1.75 mmt of food grain has 
been distributed. 
 

Table-2 Channel-wise distribution of food grains                              (‘000’ mt)  
 

 
 

Public Stock of Food grains 
 

The closing public stock of food grains on 1st  July/20 was 1.12 mmt.. The reason of low quantity public 
stock was high volume of rice distributed through ‘Food friendly Program’ and Open Market Sale (OMS) 
during lockdown period of last fiscal year. Internal Procurement from last Boro & Aman season were not 
satisfactory which contributed present public stock is about 1.13 million mt less than same period of last 
fiscal year. A reasonably high level of stock may be considered adequate to meet the requirements for 
PFDS operations in the coming months. To maintain a healthy stock government has planned to procure 
food grains from both internal and external sources in current fiscal year. Government has already 
imported 0.2 mmt rice and 0.46 mmt wheat from external sources. Moreover government has taken 
initiative about 1.00 mmt rice import from external sources to maintain a secure public stock for PFDS 
operation as well as food price stabilization. 

Table 3: Commodity wise closing public stock in FY 2019-20 and 2020-21(‘000’ mt)     
 

                    

Rice Wheat Total Rice Wheat Total Rice Wheat Total Rice Wheat Total

EP 202 132 334 206 132 338 222 136 358 162 99 261

O P 18 4 22 19 4 23 18 3 20 12 2 14

LE 4 10 14 5 10 15 0 21 21 0 15 15

O MS 9 264 273 70 269 339 150 360 510 88 240 328

FFP 744 0 744 887 0 887 760 0 760 594 0 594

Sub-total 977 410 1387 1187 415 1602 1149 520 1669 856 356 1212

FFW
201 5 206 108 120 228 38 30 68 0 11 11

School 
Feeding

0 2 2 0 2 2 0 11 11 0 0 0

TR 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

VGF 416 0 416 247 2 249 202 0 202 149 3 152

VGD 365 0 365 375 0 375 376 0 376 281 0 281

GR 55 0 55 237 0 237 52 0 52 35 0 35

HT/ O thers 131 31 162 54 30 84 48 30 78 36 22 58

Sub-total 1168 38 1207 1021 154 1175 716 71 786 501 36 537

2145 448 2594 2208 569 2777 1865 590 2455 1357 392 1749

FY 2019-20
(Actual)

        Revised         
Budget 2020-21

FY 202-21  Actual 
distribution  Up to 

Mar/21

Monetized 
Channels 
of PFDS

Non-
monetized 
Channels 
of PFDS

Total Public Distribution

O fftake 
Categories

Channels 
of PFDS 
O fftake

FY 2018-19 
(Actual)

                                                                             Month July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June
2019/20 Rice 1519 1628 1471 1267 1063 1056 1285 1486 1315 1032 796 892

Wheat 319 350 381 364 329 321 332 352 292 265 321 228

Total 1838 1978 1852 1631 1392 1377 1617 1838 1607 1297 1117 1120
2020/21 Rice 1007 1113 997 767 551 530 523 525 395 0 0 0

Wheat 243 234 310 280 241 196 147 104 83 0 0 0

Total 1250 1347 1307 1047 792 726 670 629 478 0 0 0
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Market Price Review 

Rice and Wheat Wholesale Price 

The wholesale prices of rice and wheat price 
slightly increased during the 3rd quarter from 
January/21 to March/21 of FY2020-21   
(Fig. 2). The nominal and real  price of rice 
increased by 4.34% and 4.24% respectively 
as well as the nominal and real  price of  
wheat increased by 2.53% and 2.43% 
respectively during the same period. Both  
nominal and real prices of rice rose by 9.2% 
and 8.94% respectively but nominal and real 
price of wheat declined by 1.33% and 1.57% respectively during the same period of a year earlier. During 
April/20 to Feb/21 the nominal and real  price of rice increased by 11.79% and 7.20% respectively as well 
as the nominal and real  price of  wheat increased by 4.69% and .39% respectively. However nominal and 
real  price of rice and real price of wheat decreased by 1.32%, 5.93% and 0.59% respectively but nominal 
price of  wheat increased by 4.29% during the same period of a year earlier.  
Table 4: Change of rice and wheat prices  

 
Rice and Wheat Flour Retail Prices 
 

The retail prices of rice showed slightly 
increased trend during the 3rd  quarter from 
January to March of FY2020-21. In this 
period, price of rice and wheat  increased 
3.7% and 2.7% respectively. From 
April/20 to March/21, price of rice showed 
increasing trend. The  retail price of  rice 
has increased sharply after breakout 
COVID-19 pandemic while prices of Atta 
showed slightly increasing trend from 
Oct/20 and continued up to March/2021 
(Fig-3).  
 
Difference between Retail and Wholesale Prices of Rice and Wheat Flour 
 

Between April/20 and March/21, retail and wholesale prices of rice and Atta in Dhaka city markets moved 
almost in the same direction with fluctuation, close contract (wheat May/20 to June/20) and parallel to 
each other, with percentage margins ranging from 21.8% to 9.5% for rice and 21.3% to 12.0% for Atta 
(Figures 4 and 5). The margin of rice and wheat has decreased in March/21 compare to April/20. 
 

 

Rice Wheat Rice Wheat
Jan'21 to Mar'21 4.34% 2.53% 4.24% 2.43%
Jan'20 to Mar'20 9.20% -1.33% 8.94% -1.57%
Apr'20 to Feb' 21 11.79% 4.69% 7.20% 0.39%
Apr'19 to Feb' 20 -1.32% 4.29% -5.93% -0.59%
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Fig.4 Margins, retail and wholesale prices of rice in Dhaka
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Fig. 5 Margins, retail and wholesale prices  of Atta in Dhaka
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Monitoring and Outlook for Wholesale Prices of Food grains 

Domestic Rice Price  

During January/21 to March/21 period, the market prices were higher than the normalized price and their 
absolute differences increased 
from 10.7% in January/21 and 
17% in March/21. Price 
monitoring model, as 
shown, forecasts a band 
within which the price of 
rice expected to decreased 
during April to june/21, if 
past trends confirmed. Based on the estimates, it is noted that there is approximately 70% chance that 
the Benchmark(low) price of coarse rice would 41.60 Tk/kg  in April/2021 and  40.74 Tk/kg in June/2021 
(Fig. 6). But in the reality of the present COVID-19 situation rice price is increased for some of  availability 
and access problems. But after completion of the upcoming internal Boro procurement and external rice  
importation  price would become stable  as was during the normal period.    

Domestic Wheat Price  
 During January/21 to March/21 
period, the wheat market prices 
were higher than the normalized 
price and their absolute differences 
increased from 17% in January/21 
and 24% in March/2021. Price 
monitoring model, as shown, 
forecasts a band within which the price of wheat expected to increased during April/21 to June/21 
if past trends confirmed. Based on the estimates, it is noted that there is approximately 70% chance that 
the Benchmark(high) price of would 26.39Tk/kg in April/2021 and Benchmark(low) 30.42 Tk/kg in 
June/2021 (Fig. 7). But in the reality of the present COVID-19 situation wheat price is increased for some 
of  availability & access problems. But after completion of the upcoming internal wheat procurement & 
external wheat  importation  price would become stable  as was during the normal  period.                                           

 
 

International Production and Price 
 

Global Rice Production and Price 
According to the latest USDA report 
(April/2021), Global rice production is 
forecast slightly lower this month 
primarily on decreased production in 
Burma, Indonesia, and Taiwan more 
than offsetting higher production in the 
Philippines and Thailand. Global 
consumption is projected lower mostly 
on decreased use in Burma and Saudi 
Arabia.  Global trade is nearly 
unchanged as lower exports for Burma 
are nearly offset by slightly higher 
exports for Thailand. Thai quotes 
trended down to $490/ton and were, for the first time this quarter, below Vietnamese quotes which trended 
slightly down to $497/ton. Indian quotes trended slightly down to $410/ton amid abundant supplies. 
  
During the 3rd quarter from January/2021 to March/2021 of FY 2020-21 LC settled (BD) price showed 
decreased trend with sharp fluctuations but Thai 5% parboiled rice price has increased (Figure 8) 
 

 

 
Source: Bangladesh Bank, USDA 
 

350

450

550

650

750

850

950

Ap
r'1

9
M

ay
'19

Ju
n'

19
Ju

l'1
9

Au
g'1

9
Se

p'
19

Oc
t'1

9
No

v'1
9

De
c'1

9
Ja

n'
20

Fe
b'

20
M

ar
'20

Ap
r'2

0
M

ay
'20

Ju
n'

20
Ju

l'2
0

Au
g'2

0
Se

p'
20

Oc
t'2

0
No

v'2
0

De
c'2

0
Ja

n'
21

Fe
b'

21
M

ar
'21

US
D/

M
T

Fig 8 International rice price

LC Settled (BD) Thai 5% paraboiled

of DAM data                               

2536 2549 2572 2613 2637
2755

2640

2203 2159 2127

2436
2594

3042

2537
2730

3236

2639

2867

3430

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Ta
ka

 pe
r q

uin
ta

l

Fig-6 Price monitoring of wholesale of Wheat

Market Price Normal Past Price Benchmark price (low)
Benchmark price (middle) Benchmark price (high)

4127 4128 4056
4173 4232

3197

3643
3664 3693 3615

4160
4094 4074

4334 4309 4334

4507 4524 4594

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

5000

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Ta
ka

 pe
r q

uin
ta

l

Fig-6 Price monitoring of wholesale coarse rice

Market Price Normal Past Price Benchmark price (low)
Benchmark price (middle) Benchmark price (high)



 

6 
 

Global Wheat Production and Price  , 
According to the latest USDA report (April/2021), Global production is marginally lower as 
downward revisions for the European Union, Ethiopia, and Japan more than offset a larger crop 
in Argentina. Global consumption is 
raised as larger feed and residual use 
in China more than offsets a reduction 
in the European Union. Wheat prices 
fell across all major exporting 
countries since last month’s WASDE 
with improved winter wheat 
conditions in several key production 
regions. Furthermore, some importers 
are delaying purchases awaiting the 
upcoming harvest in anticipation of lower new crop prices. The biggest reduction over the past 
month has been for Russia, where crop prospects have improved and export quotes have eased 
amid the current export policies, including the announcement of floating taxes for the new crop 
year. Its quotes are currently the most competitive. Argentine quotes have fallen modestly with 
slowing farmer sales. The LC settled wheat price peaked June/19 then downward trend with 
moderate fluctuations and lowest in July/20 after that showing upward trend.  
 

The U.S Soft Red Winter (SRW) wheat price and the LC settled price (BD) was close in March/ 
2021 During the 3rd quarter of FY 2020-21 (Figure 9).   

 

Food Consumption and Nutrition 
Regional variation of Stunting in Bangladesh: 
Stunting is the result of chronic or recurrent undernutrition in-utero and early childhood.  A 
stunted child may also have a poorer immune system, brain function and organ development. 
Performing below average in these areas may also limit their future productivity and threaten the 
health of their future children. According to Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS)-2019, 
28% under-five children have been suffering from stunting. Considering the regional variation of 
the prevalence of stunting in Bangladesh it is found that, the highest number of stunted children 
under age 5 is in Sylhet division (37.6%). However, according to Household Income and 
Expenditure Survey 
(HIES)-2016, Sylhet 
Division has recorded 
as one of the lowest 
incidence of poverty 
(16.2%). It seems that 
only poverty reduction 
does not ensure to reduce 

stunting One of the main 
reason of high amount 
of stunted children under  age 5 in Sylhet division is poor Infant and Young Child Feeding Practice 
and lack of dietary diversity. As dietary diversity is a major requirement if children are to get all 
essential nutrients, it can thus be used as one of the core indicators when assessing feeding 
practices and nutrition of children. It is important to achieve SDG by 2030 through achieving all 
targets. In Bangladesh, as per the SDG target, prevalence of stunting need to be reduced to 16% 
by 2030. Evidence shows that, both nutrition sensitive and nutrition specific interventions are 
essential to reduce stunting, which is also applicable for Sylhet Division of Bangladesh. More 
research and studies need to be conducted to assess regional variation of stunting in Bangladesh.    

 
Source: Bangladesh Bank, USDA 
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