
1.   Over the last two decades, growth rates in acreage and 
production were positive for maize and rice (except for Aus) 
whilst for wheat and pulses, growth rates were negative. The 
trends in rice and wheat were similar to India, but lower than 
in Pakistan. Growth in area and production of vegetables, 
potato, oil seeds and egg were large and higher than in the 
other two countries. The overall agricultural diversification in 
Bangladesh, measured as the ratio of value of non-cereal 
products to total value of agricultural products, increased 
marginally over the last two decades. This was mainly due to 
increase in the production and prices of some vegetables, 
spices, fruits and fish
2.  Over the same period, per capita consumption of rice 
reduced to 416 gm/cap/day in 2010 (compared to 459 gm in 
2000 and 471 gm in 1990) whilst wheat consumption showed 
moderate increase. Per capita consumption of vegetables and 
fruits registered impressive growth over the past two 
decades. Consumption of maize, potato, egg, fish and meat 
kept pace with the increasing trend in production. The 
decreasing consumption of rice and increasing consumption 
of potato, edible oil, spices, chicken, egg, fish, milk and fruits 
resulted in an overall improvement in consumption diversifi-
cation
3.a.  Decreasing profitability of wheat leads the decrease in 
its production and cropped area. Profitability trend was 
positive for rice and strongly positive for maize. Profitability 
also increased moderately for potato and other vegetables 
(e.g. brinjal, tomato, bitter gourd, cabbage and cauliflower), 
and impressively for major fruits (mango, banana¸ pineapple, 
papaya, jackfruit. orange and guava). The increasing profit-
ability of maize was consistent with the fast growth registered 
in area and production
3.b.  Review of earlier research shows that the domestic 
market of rice, wheat, maize, potato, lentil and oil seeds were 
not significantly protected. Bangladesh has comparative 
advantage in the production of all these commodities along 
with vegetables
4.  Farmers with more extension contacts and better access 
to credit are more diversified than others. Unavailability of 
suitable land, capital, HYV seeds, skilled agricultural labor, 
pest control, and irrigation facilities and disruptions in power 
supply are major constraints to agricultural
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diversification. Marketing is another main factor, as lack of 
transport and storage facilities reduce the possibility of 
selling perishable products at remunerative prices
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1 What are the recent trends in acreage and production of major food 
commodities, particularly the high value non-cereal commodities 

and how do they compare with neighboring countries?

1.  A more diversified agriculture requires farmers to be 
integrated in multiple markets in order to be able to engage 
profitably in the production of a wide variety of products. 
This in turn requires a combination of public and private 
investment in new technologies including new varieties of 
seed and improved infrastructures for marketing and 
processing of perishable vegetables and fruits 
2.  Extension service needs to be strengthened in order to 
serve the more diversified needs for technical assistance to 
support the production of fruits, vegetables, spices, fishery 
and livestock
3.  In view of moderate comparative advantage in the 
production of aman, boro rice and wheat, and high compara-
tive advantage for potato, lentil and some other vegetables, 
domestic production of rice and wheat should be encour-
aged for import substitution (satisfy domestic needs), while 
potato, lentil and vegetables can be promoted for export
4.a.  Inputs certification system should be strengthened 
especially for seed engaging both public agencies and 
associations of inputs distributors
4.b.  As farmers with better access to credit tend to be 
more diversified, enhancing access to credit, especially by 
small farmers, can contribute to boost diversification

Answers from the research

Implications for Policy

2 What are the recent trends in consumption of major food commodities 
and is this related to domestic food production?

3 Have production and diversification been influenced by changes in 
financial and economic profitability of different food commodities?
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4 What are the constraints to and opportunities for agricultural diversification in Bangladesh?
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